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Cutting 20 lb._ of the rz250 wasn't easy, ... 
but It - worth It. 

■Lo>l a19UY;i.r• 
h11 Yl!50rou d,-q 
1>anl totradcmnn ;i. 
nc-..onc1Stop ri,:ht 
l>l:rc.Doll't tcadthii 
\Ul You11bchppy 
nu1 kn,,,.,,,a1>o111 

thc l9M3,cN<lfl 
l•1hcc�•tdcar? 

hnc 11·,..,.rc tulo"k 
hack at !he '112 Y L�50 and rcmcmnc:r 
that al �-t.'l lb. the bike "a• on lhc pork) 
.,Jc. That )car", ,in,:k .t1ock rc.ir ,u..
penllion had dilfeo:n\ W<llrol J.nnl 1<1 
l)ro'llk• ri<il'IJnUc. l>lit ,1 didn'1 •or� 
•cO 1n oompcuuon. Tbc �2 YZ!� 
"';isi,'1bad.m;idc11n adcqua1'pbll>•Ac 
,n fact, bul ii ,.a,n't a,,.,OO,•tl>l:oom
pc1,1ionwhcn1tumc 1o ch.:l<in1chc,k
crcdAJgs 

Wcll.19IIJ1ianc-..·)ear.Aftct11CVcral 
,u,... of minor change,_ the YZ h•• a 
=II} d,lfcr cnt SP'flC'UIUll.ld11Tcrcnl 
,nd lo!ig-£1rokc cn11nc and-1hcbc•t 
part bnbcndltedfroman all--outpro
lJ'am of,..c111-h1 rcduc110t1 

l.J,,lc�, Y'"' r< ., ,-�•,.•h• f," ,·, 
','L2SO cn�,n� d.Jnn'I !ool. " nc:" " 
a Still ,.alcr-(ookd �nd all thal Jn.,d�. 
1housh. the O\"C™tuare bore and ,1role 
of 70 lt>.imm ha�c been 1r:tdcd for di• 
mc,Mia,n of fill � (:,!Imm. Com?""•lli 
ra\1ol!u1lsot,«n inacutd.uoi:pt 1tul 
bec:111.c tlw Y / hid • variable nhffSI 
ponhcigbt,111dl>c,,;a1u-cD.11nrrn1i.... 
doc•n'thcJin unt1l thc: port isdo1cd.1hc 
Yamaha doet.n't ha�e a u-1ual number 
and thu•" hard tooomp;,,rc 

RaiiinJlhcnhaUSlpl)l\1$anclfe.:ll\·e 
•a\h>p.111rpm anJ•11hit,pcalpo,.cr. 
-.1 kl• rc,-,alo,oerc,ha1111 pon•·orb 
hcntr. Yam,iha'� Pu,.-c, \Jive ',I�1cm 
fYP\'-. they c.-11 u) h�!. a �'Cnlnfugal 
hnkagc atrhcnJofthccrnnhhaft Tile 
linkaJc p.-1>1, Q h�rrcl-shapel! uhau,t 
port 1n-..,rt,ra1,mg orlo"crmglhc tupof 
thcpon 

Th,. fl''H 1hc eng,nc 3 •·�nahle �VIII· 
prGf.lOII rauo, fn,m 7 J I at mu,m11m 
rpm to 9.21. ,\ '""•stroke ,.,th 111ed 
portidoc,n't ha,c1h1>ip,11n,m1L,n111hc 
Yl a bolhtr "hen 11 \:OfflCS LO fllhng 1n 



the Lcchnical spccificalions. More to lhe 
point.LhisJ1car's_linkage hasbccn 
strenglhcncd to chmmalcprobkmsthat 
sho"cd up ,.11,en the device WIIS intro
duccd last}Cllr. 

At the back of the nc" cylinder is a 
giunt eigh1-pc1ol recd v11lvc aMI a c:,_y, 
crnous intahport 

Gcarrntio,,in thcfivc-spccdtransmis
sion have been shuffied to match the 
greater torque of the new engine. Most 
ofthe geaNiarcJUSI slightly lo,.cr than 
thcratios on last ycar's250.butfimis 
changed1hc most.�gain.to aklwer r�1H). 
O,·er11llthe r111iospm1.d isshghtl)"'der. 
Straight-cut primary dri,·c gcanspin a 
dutch with M:ven fiber and si� steel 
plati:s. A composite kicks1ar1 tc,cr mi.ws 
a forged11luminumsh11ftand pcdal wuh 
steel used for the clamp-end. Primary 
kickstat1ing is. naturally. retained. A 
folding aluminum shirl lc,·cr wnh �•eel 
np mo,·csa modified shiftcam 1his}Ur. 
A C<lil springfu1cns 1hrough thc cen1cr 
of thcroundfolding t1p ,.hcre 1fs pro
tcctcd from damage and is seH
centcrmg 

Evcr)'partof th,:ne,. YZhashadspe
cial attentior paid lo making  il lighter. 
The '8} frame uses lar�er diameter 
chrome•moly tub.-$ "ith lhmner ..al! 
Lhickni:ss for lc$S weight. Good triangu
lation i�,:vidcnt at the steering head and 
themiddle of thcframe.JU.11 under the 

k3t The �leering head angle ha$ been 
ahcrcd slightl}.27.S"last ycar.ZS"for 

'3J,Trail 1s almoo1 th,:sam,:1hough.The 
frame is p_a,nted bla�k. over typical 
slopp)•look,ngYamaha wclds. 

The n1d,a1or has bun relocated. 11'1 
on the fron1 do1rn1Ubc: now,climinating 
thccomplCJ<ityof routing ,.·aterlhrough 
1hc stcering stem and triplc clamps. The 
nc" S)'!lcm st,11 looks cluttered. There 
are cighlkparalc1'·aler hoscs,t1'·oYs, 
tw0r3dia1onand l6hoscclamps. 

All thcs.c changes arc nia: bot the 
:eallybig ncws is thcfir$L major chang,1 
m the Mon011hock rcar suspcm1ion. Last 
)Car "u D parti;d change that didn·1 
work as well as the enginuN11m11cip:11cd. 

This year the rear suspension works 
great. The aluminum•bodied shock has 
been mm·ed do,.·nbchind thc cngine.a1 
thcfron1 of 1hc s"ing urm111hcrcevcry
oneelM:placqsinglc shocks.Forgcdalu
minum levers ut the bonom of this 
spring-sho<.:k unit conncc1 i1101h,:front 
of the swing arm 1,nd make 1hc,uspca
sionac1ually progressive.Aro1nprc"ion 
damp1nglnob a1thetopof 1hcshockhas 
15pos11ions.but thekat hu 1o bc re 
movedto rcachit.Aknob on thcbo1tom 
oflhe shockoontrolslS rcbound damp
ingklling11.Springprelo.ad isadju•lable 
with a threaded ring and lock nut. No 
parts of the mot0rC}Cle ha,·e 10 be re 
moved torcach 1hcadjuslcrcullara1 1he 
bouom ofthe shock.making thisthccas, 
,es1ofthc smgleshockb1kcson wh1ch to 
adjust prcload.A large remote rcs.:rvoir 
is mounted on lhc righ1 of lhe frame. 

nearlyp.arallc!,.·ith1hc shock. Bccausc 
of the mounting position, a •·cry short 
hosc is nccdcdto conncet thc shock and 
thercscrvoir,making thc re.crvoir morc 
clfccti,·cforcwhng shockftuid 

A new extruded aluminum �111-ing arm 
ha$ thinner walls. making it lighter, 
,.h,lebc:ing slronger this ycar,accord,ng 
to Yamaha. Rear axle adJuSters slide 

lhroush thc backofthcswingarm whcr,: 
thcy'rc pro1cctcd.The full-Ao.atmgback-
1ng plalc is held by an aluminums!rap 
stu1ic arm. The rear brake pedal is 
forged aluminum,.itha stcclclaw top.lL 
hasproven 1obcvcrygoodon pastmod
els. Thcrc·s a foam pad glued on the 
framejus1 below the pedal. II takes up 
the space "here mud would normally 
collcet.Thefoamdocsn'1,.cighanything 
andit kccpsmudbuitd upfrom interfcr
iag,.iththe pcdal'saction. 

Wh«l as.cmb!ieshaven·t been ovcr• 
looked in this ma�ive wcighl-Sa\'ing5 
campaign.Atotal of 4.4 lb.hasbcenrc
movcd all this un:,pn,ng weight by 
u�ing hollow-lipped aluminum rims. ma
chined aluminum spohnipples anddic
cast aluminum hub,;. ThUis a lotof un• 
sprung "eight to eliminnle. and it no\ 
onlymakc,1hcsuspcns1onworkbc11,:r.i1 
reduce., the front whecrs inertia for eus-
1tr i1uring. 

Yamaha forks hu,.., been excellent for 
the Ian couple of yean, and the 43mm 
KYBs on the J!C" YZ250ar,:no exccp
tH>n. They're linnly held in dooblc boh 
forged aluminum triple clampS. Oamp
ing tsn"t adiu,tablc on 1hesc forks, but 
they come with a pop-off valve on th,: 
comprcss,on damping, wha1 Yamaha 
calls a hnearcompri:ssionvalvc. Like the 
adjustable pop-offnlvcs on the Honda 
CRs andSuzukiRMs.this vuh·c rclicves 
comprcssiondamping onshockloads.en
abling Lhc forks to work well on small 
bumps and large ones. Adjustments are 
limited IQ oil volume and weight. air 
prcssurc:and allernmc fork springs.Fork 
Slanchions canalsobcraiscdinlhc triple 
clamps forquickcrstcering and lo,.ercd 
,n the!ripleclampsfor slowers1ccring. 

A slimmc1 plastic gos tank ,,.,th a 
shghtl) reduced capacity is used. The 
new shapcl!olds2.2gal.of premix. lt!i 
top is shapcd$0BUfc1yM:al won·, be 
kicked up too high. The exhaust pipe 
wcks nicely into the frame and doesn't 
stick out from under the rnnk. but Lhe 
"ings for the radiator do.ln fact.Lhe 
firs1 1hingorider noticcsis the airscoops 
protruding,.·ayout there. They look vul
nerable but we didn't break or bend or 
ca1ch 1hcmon anything. 

The M:31 cover iii cheap looking and 
thin.ahl'louah thekat itsclfis comfon
able and thc foam thc ritht hardne55. 
And 1hc ,ilcncer is the same old thing. 
11·utctland can'1bcre11ackcd.Goodfor 
the af1ermarkct crowd. not so good ror 
the owner who ha�1obuya new silencer 
when the nocker bctomes too loud 



Thirty-live or so dollars for a new 1 i 
lcnccrisquilcabi1 whcnit's=parcdto 
acouplcof do!larsfora packing kitfora 
rcbuildablc uni1.Maybc11t�tycar. 

A quick look a\ 1hc o1hcrsmall parts 
onthcYZgive goodimpre!Sions;th,eca
blcsan:great,lhcbarslllc corrcctshapc:, 
tllcgrips okay,thc chain guidesan:good, 
thc lcvcrsan:doglcgjobs,and thc lhrot
!1c (a new part without a gear drive) 
works line. The air cleaner is an oiled 
foam,two-stagc unil and it's in tllc bc$1 
YZairbo� to=e from Yamaha. 

l lno longer ha.stobc wrappc:daround 
the rur shockto thcOOJlcan bc morc 
normalwith a wi<letopand adcquatein
lcrior si�. The foam filter is held in 
placcby a pla.stic nu t in thcfiltcr's rcar 
center. It also comes equipped with II. 
good_ 1op which keeps water 001. 

G1,·1ng the new YZ the guagc to:st 
proves it has one of the lowest seat 
hcightsofanylong-travclmotocrosser.lt 
mcasures37.Jin,without a ridcr. When 
a ri<lcris aboordbolh cndssackandit'J 
por.sibk for all bul lite very short to 
touch the floor, Starting the YZ250is a 
pkasun:.Justjablhckick lcvcr a timeor 
two and it's running. Thc lc•cr ha,cUI• 
inridgcsso boot solcs don't slipandbc· 
causc thclevcr iishortyou don't havcto 
search for something 10 stand on 10 get 
yourfoot 1o thctop of,1sarc.Clutchpull 
is moderate and the dutch completely 
disengages when pulled, even when the 
engine and oil �re cold. Blipping lh 
thronle while the watcrpumper warms 
up,thc rideris a,.arclhcenginchasdefi
nite powcr band!. Thcrc illa surge in lhc 
powcrMthec�hausl porttop riscs. 

Droppmg inlo low or second and rid· 
ing away,lhcridcr againfcclsthe difTer
cnccinthe cngme'spowcr outputUlhc 
nhaust mO\les, About a quarter of the 
WD)' through the rus there's a �trong 
boost in P<l""' and it's frll again about 
halfwayupLbc5eale. Therc'iaAal spot 
right atthc top.Thiscnginc's1uncdfor11 
lot of mid-range po"·cr. All of the '8J 
mot,;,crossers ... c'vc ridden have been 
rnned for mid-rwngc aiwclL There's a 
trend away from the ultra-high rev>'ing 
power-at-the-top motocron engines. 
Transminion ratios are perfect for the 
enginc"s po"·crband. There's no bog or 
hcsitationu1he bikeis1bifted to tllc: 
nc�t gear. Engine response is a t errific 
blat,blat,blat,instuntly,withjuualilllc 
turnofthc thronle. 

Thc changingpo,.·er asthe rcvsclimb 
c;Uchcs th,e first lime rider by surprise 
and it takes a_few laps to become com
fortable with !I. After about a half an 
hourmQ5t tCStersstartcdto getHfcelfor 
thepower1urge anduscitto thcir advan
tagccxitingt�rns.Timing 1heuit so11K: 
n:ar wheel hns the berm as lite power 
val•c starts opening kl the YZ250ex
plodcou1 _of1urns..Hang on thclirsttimc 
you try n, the bike might leave you 

behind. 

�-,� 

llub•a,./fglllar 
atld•ll'Ollgar. 



YAMAHAY%250 

SPECIFICATIONS 
'"'""" 
Fromwheellravel 
Rn:stanchlon 

tubecfameter 

52269 
11.8111 

Rear wheellravel 126in 
Fromtn 90,'80-21 

Brid!;llstoneM33 
1�80-18 

Bf1dgntoneM32 

AirliltrabOl'I oiled foam 
Frame matenal steel 
Wheelbase 58.Sin 
5eal haiglt 37 311 
Sea!widttl. . 5.511 
Seatlength . 23.Sin 
Seat Iron! to steems; 

stem center 10.lin 
HandlebarWldlh 31.91n 
Footpeghelght 16.9in 

Footpegto 
seat top 20.Sin. 

Footpegto stvtt 
tevercenw . 6 .4ln 

FootpegtObfake 
pedal center 5.4in, 

Swrogarmlenglh 22.Sin. 
Swrogarmprvo t 

lo dnvesprockel 
...... 2.811'1. 

Gas tank filler 
holeslzl .16111 

GIOl.fld�ll'lte 13.7in 
Fo!'l<rake angle 28° 

Tra� . 4.69 In 
Test weighl w/ 

hall tank fuel . .  22411), 
Waghl bl,H, lrorHJ 

rearpercem 48.21518 

Engine .,IWO-SlrokeSingie >-- - - - -�------�---- --< 
8oreKStrok8 68Jt68nvn 
Piston<isplaeernent 246cc 
Compressionnilio 9.2:1 
Clawned� na 
Clamedtorque 28.41b-lt@ 

,soo.,. 
Carbl,rebOl'I 38mmMlki.nl .. 
- et, 
Lubr'icaOOl'lsystem prern,x 
-�

dmle straight-a.Jt gear 
GearrabOS,ownllcl 

Slh 8.85 
4th 10.61 
3rd. 13.26 
2nd . 16.96 
151 20.76 

Oilcapaaty . 1.8pt. ·� 
Fuelcapaaty 2.25gal 
Fueltankrnalenal plasbl:: 
Swngarm 

material alumn.Jm 
Starter primaryklc:tc 

The "SJ Y2250 hu a 125 f«.I to 11. 
Thefas1 rcv�ingcnsinc hasno noti«abk 
vibration. The quick, agik handhn11 and 
thc light,,.cight prl»'idcthcrun ol'a l25. 
Ourscalcspn,••nlthcbike aslight uthc 
roden1hought.ll,.·c,ghed224 1b.,.,th a 
hair tank of gas. Th11·119 lb. lcssthan 
last )Car's UOYZ. Pitching the bike into 
a bcrmcd turn " as easy as any small 
bike you've ridden. h reacts instantly to 
bod)Enghsh 1nd 1hcndcr nc•·er h11to 
:!�1

1/
,e bike to get II 1 0110 ,.here he 

Thc'83rcarsuspcns1on,sm1l«ahcad 
of anyth1ngYamaha hashadbcfore Thc 
YZ's lop heavy feel as gone. The low 
shock and linkage have moved the 
"eight to the bottom of the d,a,ms Prc
vioos Yb have had a lcnder,cy w di>·c 
"hcnbrak1ng1n101 111rn.thc'8ldoc:sn'1 
aslong;isthefork oil lcvcl isn't too low. 
The bike doesn't unlodd thc n:ar,.hc.:I 
undcr hardbrakmg cuher. Thcback 
sta}s do,_n,.hcn thcbrakcs 1rc applied 
hard1ndit doon'1 gctloosc1nd slr.11cy 
70.'CYCL.EWOALD 

fcdmg Bu1bc�t of all.1t,.orks,.cll ovcr 
thcbump1and gulley1and,.hcn landmg 
from 1,ll jumps. The ad1ustablc com• 
prc"ion andrcbound dampingmakcthe 
b1lceas) tosc1upfor d11fcren11r11c�;is 
,."tll as chan11,n111n1elcood1tionsdunng 
a lonada)of racinalf thc 1rack1c11full 
of hps and sharp.edged tiolcs. as many 
do. just st11fcn the oomprCMion damping 
a couplcofclichbcforc thcteCOOdmoLo. 

Wcfoolcd1round1J111h 1he rcar cnd's 
1dJus1mcn1sandfoundall of 1hcmhi1,c 
an err�,. l:.>"ffl slight changes m the 
sprina J>felood made a difference. Take 
1he111nc1odialit mfo1)0tartrod,riding 
st)·le andability. You"II bcglad )·ou did 
Whc11i(sdia!cd-m righ1.il cr°'-Seschat
ter bumpssmoothl}, doesn't bounce the 
rllkr 11ound. ind doe:s.n't bottom �ndm1 
from 5k)-scrapcr Jumps The forb uc 
s11!1 some of the best rroduction �nns 
aiound Not ridin11 a new YZ based 1.m 
d1�hkc• of jrJSt Monoshock.s is a moilah 
They aren't like Lhe old ones. It's no 
loogcrncccssaryto kecp thcth rottlc on 

,.hcncr06Smg gullc)oit0•ecpthc1111spcn
s1on,.or�1ngpropcrl).Gcncrallythc ridc 
issmoo1h. c omfortable and controlled 

Yamah�·s brakes h�vc been good for 
l(llllt: lime. The 'SJ is better yet. The 
doublc-kadin1 shocf1on1brakchubct• 
lerfccl1nd lcss grab thanpn:vioosmod• 
d$. The rcarbrolc sull provides strong, 
chatter-frccstoppina 

Moving around on the bike 1s easy 
,.,1h ii,ncw.slimmcr shapcSlid1ngfo1-
"arddonn'1 sprc.id lhe ridcr'tlcgsand 
1he1101fet)KDt lcts)OUgc1 on 1hc11nk 
"1thou1 fur of ,nJuf)· 10 ,-iud organs. 
Thcsca1 1ofootpcgdistancc is righ1and 
1hchal!dlcbar'sw1dth andshapcis 1ood. 
Hand and foot lc-,·crs fall naturally in 
pl1cc,nd thc1aiscdfootpcgskecp lhe 
ridcr'sfectfrombcingknockcdoff,.·hen 
landin1 from tall Jumps and "hen the 
suspcns,onwmpressnc1 0lSing gullc)J 
Shifting isi;mooth and accurate and 110 
onc rcmembcrcdmissinguny shiflS. 

Okay,JOUndsgooddocsn't it�ll is.The 
nc,. YZ2SOKis1fincb1k Tl') onc ■ 


