B I% THE PAST few miomtha, wie
2 CYCLE WORLTHhase heard alot
gbout ¥aridha's new DTHEE T
been aceizened Ty several n the
indisviry 11 the boal hag-basie Fapan-
ese bal-purpose Bike on the rare
ket And hackeng this gp aie oumen
wha wwear by e variues of the
machine sl llal b rangng frirm

figlymay Crussng 1o casual emdure Iest
nding

Well, when ennlomied with adsance snlmmmatam bhe this,
o ggproach |5 predeirrmmed. We prusdi Lhe bikee 1oits Bomin i
every pomstle sllation, fsest weenier | in eridarae cosimpe k-
e, pusk b make sure we Ddsend pverlooked awy iy e il
perrain. e then we ke vor padgmenl (1 cachares

Hicak izl imsley woere pud o on the atreel. We dsln’t ke
anv esteniled Hipy wath the 2000 We just rode i bak and
et poromork D ind of odiog most owne reswaradd s with
the machine  dnd we were surpriwed di Diow wcll the hig
Warmaha Dby ot il w1 seb 0hee aulorpobile. Accekeration n
giopsed i beltes 1l many ol the souall (25000 and unsler)
wieed biber” and the nowsr bovel v nod otmeclionahle at atl The
mahpe, i [adl, neconaderahly gpuieter rnechane s e b
viear™s B mnmly due 1o tle lack ol detarmatien vndes baad i)

le
rid

-

the mid-rpm range,

Alsn wnuseal for machines of thas fype o the lack ol
shilling necewgry in ciny raffc. The engine. pulls strongy
Frovin 2000 rpm reght up 10 ansind GO epre, at which posm
poswer Talls ool drastically, What's moee, power b by prshes-
sively, miodi like it dogiin a four-sireke Sulti,

Wilth the stosk [S-town1h cpoaterdudt sprockel, 80 mph &
priishle. The stndard trialy wnmvensal tirey offer margnal
tracliion ar that speed, especlally when braking or in the wet,
sl i7"y mice 4o have the power M pasurg, Engoe sifvaliin at
5% mph moas guesd an tbak of moad steedt machines. The engne
balunce/praning combinatlon an this Bke coaldn’t be beicer.

Linhike sombe compramise machimes, brakey om the beg
Yamaha wmems wall wn he sireel. The front unlt v new this
veal, 0o shightly larger and bedead of Baing housed in g
[llewiidit bnab, the new desipn s comcal. 1y deabifol whether
sy weight say wved with (e dosleal devign, bul || Jimoka a3 st
lighier and ibat™s sl the marketing oy need to up wales

The wrar brake » unclaiged and egiired only Jight pedal
piessiee T swheel luck-up, Thiv iv line for 1he vireel, kot con
present piohberms wlTaoad - especially on olTcamber downhills.

Binee mosk abaab-purpoae porchaners apenid  moal ol these s
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off-noad Hounw oa fuetoads, that™s where we took the DT400
mexl. With a wheeltase approaching 56 inches and 2 relatively
bow gchassit borsowed fiom 3 previous molocrows moede], power
slides should be a Weere, But they aren™, You can’t pitch
sl A turn hecawse the thing weipghs almosi 300 pounds, And
all that weight trving 1o go sirsighl creates 1o moch inertia
for the traction ofleved by the Fromn Tire, a LiE2E Frosiend
wash-out iy the rewult.

A bepier approsch i e go in slow and roll oo the power
fihere's pleniy) umiil the eear Lice breaks tractiesn. This pels
v an b 2 alide all sight, but Aol 2 yery slable ope. The reawn
in & high center of grasaty (i spite of the low engre-mesanling
peeni). Full instrumertation. tum simals, 2 vieed gis tank, and
a ateel pear fender all conmribute and the magority ol s
exjuipmeg il i necesaly il you waill 10 Hide on e aeeel.

S0 with the Yamaha, you must make up tome between Lhe
varmn and gl comners with sone caution. Chberwie there's
poing Lo be a hole in the landscape ta the cutude thal you
could drive vour van thuough.

Suspemlon on lperogds v adequate, bt not senwbional.
U the posiiive wde, damspeng i e 1ear diocks i poasd, anid

M8} C¥CLE WDRLD

1he Treman Gorks don’™ €1 the fomt el dive oo much wen
braking lor turns. Hil a lengihy washboard section, shoagh,
and frond Fork aciinn detesiorates. AL one poinl, 1he anits on
cur DTS00 locked hydraulically an the exicnded powatien
They woulda’ meve up o down, Apparenily some work on
the valang i in order. Bade 13 on the harsh side due w the
inshiliny of the Torks (o react oo small grownd derepalaries and
becamse the springng on the vear shocks o too stil.

Frare:r Pauk, a popular cow fraling aeed (n Saouilsrn
Calflomis, was the machme's mewt challenge. Frarier conusts
of several trail loaps, some of which are painoew, ey, and
sleep. You can't do much shiding on thess Arails and they
aten’t anceely rough, so the Yarmuha did quite well heve. Even
av bigh av IR0 Teed, 1he engne perfoermy well, Power delpers
remained we ol li and prediciable thal we're pretly ceriain
miced Bansiees could ancunt wp and feel conladent ight ofi

Hecawwe of the conslant tusming and shorl siralghis, speeds
aie low, . in ihe 20qnph ranpe of vou're really hasling. Ansd
with the speed dovn, wveenng characteristics ate coampletely
diffesent. Te aill ian™ o preciw an seme ragern we'se iealed,
hisi dhe DTL00 prwes around all dow cormers wilhowt sech



work on 1he vder’s part. It slso regponads well 1o thitis i rides
weight and this w2 preat md in Gight spots with overhanging
bwi 1anly.

The Kiwrah pearing w rodscuioss 3l Franer. A smaller
JA-pesth poamigishalt would b moch Better amd would alw
pane Lhe viraim on e clutcl, whichi-is mes kanger qirong enaugh
The weak cloteh ih the rewult of 3 tradeofl thal Yamaha e
wan wuithwhile, Thiey vaiased the cases slightly, whilsh in
ur Toveed them e remove ore ckitch plate and thin the
uthers, Under normal use thin glange son’t be noled, bul |1
you ever have 1o s the clurch, i over beats ipaickly and Tosey
all of itx adjuviment, Adpstiment comies back when the engine
comila, Pt b caen ot vou s time en e trail,

Suwypernalin farred better in the cow trading i than at
arty oither time offaoad . Moadlyspaced shoopde-doo and
infrespuent ek ledges presenl no problem at all. In fact, if 1ha
iv the only kind of dlding encountered. a spring change in the
pear gnd damping meodiications ap sl soealde™ geb you
o the Irasl any Taster a1 afl, As Jonp any yoo deen't regulre
phe btrpenacn boreacl fosn Tast of taoss ofien, il works fmi bne

If we hisl stopped analvang the Yamalo 3t this poini. we

would hove had 1o sy tlat o kved up o everything we'd
heard aboet o, But we entesed 0 e 2 couple of sndutod (e
wak 0 Twoday event ), and under the wam of competition, the
ke lewvisi a Bal to be desed

Chir preparation for ihe Qi event oomivied of removitg
Pl furp sipnads and chanpeg lo knabYy tires, 3 3302 wp
feor and 2 45018 pear, Onothe 2ndl, 3 4 00-1R v the bggest
Lire hat will chear thp extuua, Bal thin vear therds mine
prmairts A 50wl fin, et b geosd suhBiag (o the everl of U
berd mm, we demied ahe exbunnt alightly  for adibitional
clearanie,

Suomueh Tor preparation, Alter afl, 0 was 3 Tamily enduro
wildi ari eany Tirst v, I1 san ey Bor the bike, bul mul The
pliber, With 3 2dmph awerape and apen desert to cover, fork
Pitlinimsing was fiequent. Mose poogresive sprinping wobld
prohably help, That weeald sfbow freer movernent for (he tmall
stfl and a1 the e timee woold make boltorning e
frequent, Damping remunad consslent for the rear dingks,
hist (hei aversprung comdaiion rokesy the 1ear 1ty To wwap ends
exery bime yoid Iry o et b ot In whoop-de-doos you can g2l
yirrsell into 3 fankalappen preiny fany. >
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After o hundied poles of this you have 3 mder wath sore
shoulders, aching back, and swollen hands. And if you think
this i+ necessary o compeie in all enduros, yoo are wrong
Other siall members yode the event an lighter bikes with
beiter suspendon, and they could have eauly ndden the course
twice wilhi [ess Talipae!

The loliowing weekend, we enlered a twoday evenl and
undike the first one we subjected the 400 1o, it bore litle
mesemblanice 1o a2 forced irall ride, W w2 challenping
combination of lava roeck beda, boulden, wnd, and open desert.

We'd invtalled a Number Dme Proaducts Fasek Ko and i1 was
worth it. The forks still Bottomed, bt they pree 2 smooth
nide. Dunger maarks olfered Little warning and our staffer Tound
hima|l 0 several tankalappers. All were caused by (he
oversprung condition at the rear and were induced by
everyi hang Teom rockis To dripeolTs 1o wlioop

Midway through the first day, the seal had seinled Tadding
isn't thick enough. And that forced an vnoomiortable tlanding
paition. , ihe haadebarn are oo low, Alw, the ear fender
began tu crack - eventaally in hall

Hills are absoluiely no problem an all for the motar, You
can forque i up muddy ones or ome power i on andy tie.
Buit get on g lava hall that sairks the chavas and maotor 4t 1he
s Bime and ' oot s eany. 1T you take o dow, Lhe rean
swheel spins, Dhal it on 3 b and e bike won's track sralghi
The eear end swall saddenty akale 10 s dde (s suapinalon],
r e -

BT CYOLE WDRLD

ofien wesulitng in o near 9lsdegree tum that’s 100 radecsl o
compensate for with sech a heay nke.

Durankills are o bod esder. Beakes dre senutive, bot are
comtmilable, and the 400 tracks straight. Bulldogeng it down
a leder v toogh, bol only becawe it"y 4 heavy hike o begn
witli.

On most bakes {especially heavy onesd, you look fomard o
a wainl wa since they offer a place 1o revl. Bt mod om ihgs
bike, Even with a 3.50-21 the 400 tracks in hike ruts waih 3
vengeanee, changlug direction seemangly at wall, Gay sdowe and
the front wheel kniles in. Go Gl and it wobbles =0 moch you
wonder why you haven's been puiched ufl,

1% a ke yoil can Tk an endure on, but fineding terms
oul 1o be s much work, wo demanding in places it shouldn’
e, thal iy quesilonable sheilser s wortli n®

IN enby they'd put this enpme in another Frame. [ would be
famiastee. Even aa 1L I, the kMg Songle makes ihe DT300 mupe
appealmg thar (he reyt of iy components warmant.

In thin case, you can’t even woiry absiul huying a fissl year
enpine because of powslble bups Ut i peight have, | became i
o'l I merely lasl year's Hdd wath a radial cvlinder head,
larger bore, and a Jmin larger carbuaretnor,

The radial head reduces the weight sumewlal, improves the
appearance preatly, and perhaps aidy in cooling. Cerainly e
bigpeut impemeing il o the appearance, O her chanpet huse
iailde For guesifionahle imposemsnn, Both crankeae ude »



YAMAHA DT1400B

SPECIFICATIONS

PERFORMANCE

List prico
Suypension, front
SuLpension, rear Swingng arm
Tim front i..iiisciiis AT R 3.00-21
LT T preient et R A e T e o 4.00-18
Brake, front, diameter x width, in. ... 63=x1.0
Brake, rear, diameter x width, in. .. 59 x 1.0756
Total brake swept area, sq. in. . ;
Brake loading. Ib.Jsq. in. (160-1b, rider) ... 11.7
Engina, type single-cylinder, two-stroke
Bore x stroke, in, mm .... 3.35x 2.76, 85 x 70
Piston displacement, cu.in., co ......24.22 397
Compression ratio 8.4:1
Claimed Bhp @ rpm .coninvesasaa 27 @ 5000
Claimed torque 8 rpm, beft. ... 27.5@ 5000
Carburglion ...cecoesnsass (1)32mm Mikuni
1 T T | o g Mg « CD magneto
il sy stom
ull lnnH:ﬂFMlW.PL Fam BB N E EE &R
Transmitsion oil capacity, pt.
Fuel copacity, US. g, ... .00
Recommended fuel . ......... Inwnrunlmdu:l
Starting SYSTem . ... ... 00 Kick; folding crank
Lighting system essses e s« BV BltEmator
Adr liltration . Oll-wetted foam
Clutch . . multi-disa, wat
F'imr?driwlli“llll‘l-i-lll'ﬂllfﬂl M‘Finlwr
Finaldrive ...icacacsess 620 single-row chain
Gear ratios, oversll:]
Bth
dqth
S'Id #FEF R RN FPEFEFEA R AR EE
Iﬂd lllilll‘illl‘lli-ll.llliFlll!lll‘l13\'3
1 R L R . 18.3
%Hlmm|inl Y E RN l"ﬁE‘E
Soat haoight, in.
Seat width, in,
Hﬂ'ﬂ’dlﬂhhrwdm iﬂ" & F S B R EESYFE e e
Footpeg height, in.
Ground clesrance, in. ...
Front Tork rake angle, dﬁnﬁli Sy 308
Trail, in, . . B3
Curb woight (wihalf-tank !'uni} Tb:
Weight bias, {ront/mear, parcont
Test weight (fuel and rider), 1b. .......... 464
Mileage at completion of test . ... ....... 678

TEST CONDITIONS

Air temperature, degreas F

Humidity, pereant ... .. e,
Barometric presure, i, hg.

Altitude above mean s2a lavel, 1.

¥Wind velocity, mph

. telescopic fark

EHEEW

@ edA R e R EE

AN E TR

Top speed {actual & G036 rpm), mph |

T A FE

I:umui_:.umd top spaed in gears (@ 7000 rpm), rl'llith

Mph/1000 rpm, top gear
Engine revolutions/mile, top goar ... .... 4681
Piston speed (@ 7000 rpm). fe/min. .. ...
Lb/hp {160k, rider)
Fuel comumption, mpg
Speedometer error:
50 mph indicatad, actually
60 mph indicated, actually
70 mph indicatad, aciually
Braking distanca;
Irom 30 mph, ft.
Irom B0 mph, f1.
Acceleration, zero 1o:
40 mph, sc.
40 mph, sec.
50 mph, e,
B0 mph, e
70 mph, sac,
B0 mph, e,
Standing one-gighth mile, sec.. . .
terminal speed, mph
Standing ons-guarter milo, wec.
terminal apaad, mph

ARCCTLERATION | [RCENE AND ROAD BFTTTH F M ) 900
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cover ofe now made from magnewdm (nvead of alumisom,
Thas saounds exolic, but in reality just causes the price 1o pooup
with very little svings o welght, The nght wds has been
narrowed, 18 mentioned eardier. resuliing in the weaker clutch,

Ar before, the crankahalt rides on ball hesrmg main
bearings, wiih fhe conmecting nd wapporied by needle
bestings 1op and botiom. The wandowed prlon, secewsary for
the reedivalve induction watem, sports bwo nngs. the (op ope
of the Keystone sanely o imuré 3 poative seal aganad the
cxhinder wall

The reed-valve in the path of e incoming feel charge, In
sddition o the portmg, v what gives the 000 all of s
sturpp-pulling power. The reed v made from a2 specisl leaible
staiplesy sieel, What 4t amounty 1o v a Mapper valve that
repilates the Mow of fuel and air into the lower end. The valve
in pulled open by ke presaure  differentisl Between e
crankeane and the atmenphere. As the pivton mowes, 1he
prewure is chanped, opening and closlng the valve.

Tos did in slaning. 3 decomprestion device attached ta |l
exhaguni vide ol 1he exhmder alliws wine compreakon pressure
per diain ofl av the kigk lever v depreaed. Thn bled<ofl
presvire it then wouted 1o the exhaunt port. The comprenlon
pabir o] Gl ] s the same an it ol [asl yean™s Sndd

Spatk is produced by 3 magnein U The external Nywlhice]
helps to keep (he crankshafL furming al lower spmoan adidition

PARTS PRICING

Warranty . .

Plston

[1] Sat Rings LS
Rear Shocks (each] .....
Wheal Rima (bare each) .....
Drive Chain (ytandard) .

Front Fender
Rear Fender
Clutch 8 Brake Levers (aach)
Clutch Cable I A P - MR
Throitle Cable top section 3.92
complets assy. 10,90
Brake Cables |
Ignition Parts
= ] | e e e e e g S e . 14.486
Magnoto Assembly . .......
Air Filter Element L
Rear Tire (standard). . ...cvvenvvnnens . 23.37
Headlight Bulb or Ssaled Beam ........ . 13,78
Taillight Lens ......cccvvencnnnnnnnnas 6.820
T L T R S e . 10,95

B/ EYCLEWORLD

to prosducng the current neorsarny (o run the headlight.

We hawe heard from several different sonirces 1hat the 200
and 118 CTH system wiffer from all sorts of problems relaung 1o
sialimg a1 low rpm oand poor starting. This was nat ile cge
with our test bike. We Tound, however, that siarting i best
accompiathed by leaving the key oli, and then kicking the
enpme thiough (wa or three tlimes Then tuen the Ley o and
pve the bever one more stab. Besulo: emstam star. This is ot
necesany when (he enpne nowarm.

Also upchanped is the lveapeed transmdsyiom thai recerves
powed Trom the erankaafn via heheal<o primary pean. and
the Autolube system that preciedes mising of gy and ol

Taken in total, the DTA0D 1 without questlon supenior in
every respect o dhie Jeld o replaces 10 has more power. 10 has a
Mateer power curve, The detonatien s pone, Brakes aie beier
And fer vur money, slyling with the new gy lank ha
Improved

As a play bike 1hat can be ridsben vm (He sireel. i s pond
bisv. 18 v gusi g beavy and hamdbes oo betier than i
compeitin, bul i1 doey have an engine wilh the bew powible
pusiet characierisiics, | an enpme that Lila the total maoloncy-
che from mediocriiy (o the head of v elaw

An Do Darningg ol info g senious enduie machine, i would be
morr wewk and money than it would be worlh, You'd be
heiter ol buying less ol 3 compavmine (oo the van.
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