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YAMAHA Y%250F RACE TEST 

0 Yam:tba waded through )918 llkc 
John Wayne went through banoom 
Joo.�. nicy wQU c:vnythlng but !ht 
Kentu ck y Oe:rby, and prob,bly would 
have won th•t. U)O, �II 1ht olf1clal.s 

wouldn' t let them c-ntcr the 
"odd •shaptd" bladt and yellow bot-SC, 

L(t's sce , bcr e .  Wo:ld 500 MX thl c. 
N.ation.tl 12.S, 150 aiid 500 
Ch1mpion.sb.ip�. Woild r� uclilg 
thle, Cad1 The lbt bo.gg_les rhc otd
mind. More. Supcrcross Eu;.., e tc., .td 
n3useum for tbtolher f.::tory te.am•. 

Of CCJUrK", • lot of th e cr�l t tru,,st go 
to • ,en.a.in M r .  Hannah, whue11mcJ 
1hc h:'"puu,tfon orbdog aoni:-man 
w redti.o,: crew. His rldil'lg 'ltylc,
somewhat rcminiseient of• crazed
wate r buflalo in hcu, nonetheless 
pro ved ov t rpowttlfl&. 

Mi»t fac.to:h :.> only buvc: we, dn::am.s 
abou t atu..1 ning the results of 1978, 
Ya ma.ha ac1u1lly went 001 and 

E 
Big changes for '79 

Ry T1tc Staff al DIN Btke 

aee:omplhhed sll o f tbe abo,,,c . and 
...... 

Quite ruuurally, we: expected them 
1o sil tuck on 1b ei.r h,uncbts for the 

year o f t9r9, and ctftt th e  public the
�rdwuc: ol 1hc: ye.r before at 
tomorrow's price, h's only r4h1. Afta 
all. th e conQu crin, arm y gcu m r11� all 
of 1hc: maidc os, and ta. kts the lo o t  f ro1n 
the: IUUSC'UtnJ, 

At the Yam11ha new model lbOW, Wt 
loolced at the lineup of bikes for '19, 
and didn't «'C aJI 1hs1 much la the: "'•>
of ch:11\jtes. Oh n1rc, they bad some: 

$lltht chiu\,tet, but tbe din bikt s
appeared 10 be: rircuy much Ian )'Car's 

irun wlthcm111c:tit� moved a.round, Wt  
"'1.'ltn't even l n  too b.g: 11 hurry togc:t 
0t1r hnnd.� nn then, \'Zs :1rt boc 

Peering under the re,r ftndtr, one 
can see al1,1mln1,1m fins on the rfft of 
lht mono,hock unit .

news. but well. . .  we ttnN the '7th 
not too Joo.g ,go and ... koff, koff . , 
m.aybt II b.i t l:1t t r  in th e year, ehr 

Al thbp()l.nl, Wt must conftNtO 
having pl•ted °"' head well up ictoa 
dtep, d.u k, u nti:pok.c!n put ol the body.
J�• W e coutd agoutt1 one nlthcse
thi n,:s early a.nd scOOf)ed tht �-or!d, but 
no .  We sat on o or ha.nds aod blew It

With the history, con fessions and 
brc.,t•butin& out or the way, kt'• ,:ct 
to the: 11lJ.ncw 1979 Y,m-.ba VZ150F 
and rou'II s ,cc whit the tec:tb-,nuhl.ng 
wasaJl11boul .  

Fim o f f ,  h ,, a new bike. Not a 
rdl.sb We can leap ri,ght out aod mak e 
the ,utctru:nt that th� Y•m•h.1 t\UD.,, 
1t turns like 00 other Yamaha we 've 
C'l't'T rlddCA. 

Last yc.u, M CH'OCtOII A�bon was the 
only m&gazinc: whb enough in tegrity 
to tdl )UU that tbcYZ, IJidn't .steer. 
They ta.id tlut the frot11 e:nd pushed 
ud rlowed ift l111t c.omcn You had to 
hit ia berm toehm,:c direction. 
Every bod)' cl&c conveniently igoarcd
the faet, Jl'lrk'dup tbcirHpsa.nd 
p1ueciedcd 1og:um ,h e exhaust pipe of 
th4: hikes to • r:iear dc:"b o f hypc:-r-ou.l 
adu lah1m .

Thi, year ,  the yz deserves the: rave 
reviews it got Ian year. Strange how
tbtnp work, ain't id

Tbc b)x clml&'(S, r�t up f ront, vc: 
"The swi.tlg.um pi\"'Ot poin t  and cbc
coun tc,.sh a lt ipMC.lt.ct ocntc r  have b«n 
moved do,cr togctbcr. Thh should
cUminatc most 0£ the tossed cbai.n 

problc:m.s that haunted Yo.miatu rider$ 
in the YUJ put. Even the chain 
l<'O&iont'r h.a• ken icmo•cd fro m the: 
bike. h 's lust not nttded now
·More uncl. Wbllc stUI not in the 
El sinore, (oot•loag lc,guc, the new
250Pspom270mm front and reu. 
Tbb uaoallituout to ... lemme: 11ec:, 
c.,.,, th!:·�· .. right UOWld 10" 
lnchu. £noU3h 
• Shifting. Thcxearbox work s 

apprc:clahly bcuer than those in 1.be 
past. WbjJe tt'snHl noc 
''Malco--loo:,c, •• tbc riJcr doi:.,n't b••c
10 poy an yp111tkular oucnti on to wbat 
ht' s dolng with hi:� left font Jun noinp 
upordowri, with or without tbc 



YAMAHA YZ250F RACE TEST 

Hew FIM -,tyle number plates are tucked In close to
Hddle. Sid• pan tis sm1ck of  Darth Vadtt schoot of 
design.

En9ln.ch1,-cter
lst1cs hav• bffn 
dramatlc-.allych•�ed
lot '79. Now tht YZ250 
1.sa torquer, ralhtr
lhan en rp mer .  

YAMAHA YZ250F 
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clutch, •nd the: dc,i.rcd gear can be:
traMc d ,  T be ocly thln3 kctpio& this 
ntw bo.:t from ptrftctlnn l! the nttd to 
ruom«it•rlly back otf the duonlt 
whc shlJ'tin& undtr full powct . 
• 11,c Sl«TIJl& bead has ktn puUtd
b.ek J l1 dtg1c:c,, 1na.k.in& 1.be YZ2SOF a

tum.log fool. We �rt ablt: tc )  Rnd bitt
on the fron1 end iuit about an)·whett 
No lo�tr mu.st tht YZ. be Ol)n.tide red ia
berm-hunter

• bilfertn1 llftd 1mproved pawtr mrvc.
You'll find 1no1e SMp rtglnoff the
bottom oJ th<: rpm r4.0&c: Olda Ya 
hid ,ood mid-unge 11.00 rewed out 
nJC(ly, but tbe rid« really h.W to keep 
the engine bu:t�lng to get the iob doDC,
• Big cbange in tbt monoshoclt hseU. If
f«1 get dowo on you.r b.fflds A.Dd kntt!I 
u1d peck in at the back >idc of the 
mono, you'Uget aa)imp1e o( wmc 
•luminumRnning Taktoffthecnore
shock and you'll s« th.at 1hc body, 100,
l.s•lullllnum now .  This translates Into
a dcceru \litlghtuvings, au oht up 
high 
• Liglncr weight, OVC'TalL By
eliminatln,g things like ttniloner s  at1d
rethinking a number ol othtr items,
pounds have btc:o nimmed o

l
f htre and 

there, but sull -6d up to an apprec ia ble
weight ,a\'�li ovcr•ll. 

,oMPIN' JACK FLASH
If you havt a ttry s uo ng rb;ht leR., 

you should be ablt to fire the 'li'Z 
f-modcl up in two or three kicks. If
you're llkc: most riders, c banc:c:s are
it'll take you anywhc,c from &evrn 10 
tm kkb 103c:t the: motor tu o J J .  Don't 
•sit us why . It's not pan!cularly hard to
spin the: e03ine ovu, but fitc-9e:ems to 
come only w bco it wants to. Tbis 
bolds true hoc or cold £•cry oocc ln  a 

wbUe, 1he Y'Z250wo1.1ldHr c  upoo the 
first or w:iond kick and acare 1h e hell 
out o( u.s .  While the f•modcl comes 
with pnmuy ltickstarting c:aJN,bililies, 
we found the bi):e much more willing 
to $Urt i n  ntutntl. The c:xtnt drll.$ ol the 
clu1c:h pl.a.tujwt m•dc kickio,g: more
difhc:uh. 

When lhc e:naine d<>Cs snort to lift, 
revs build quickly in a zingy, ncrvoo.s 
fasbPOn, Ooc get1 the i.mpression that 
power delivery will be twitch y and 
hud lO QOOtrol. 

Ponunately, when 1 he bike it  
ro1Hn.g, thi�isnot 1htCJJse Wdound 
the 1979 po""erb.and ficxiblc and c.ny 
to ride with .  Wbik the aclual spread of 
power i:s $bOrt compa1cd to nl0$l other 
'25011, cbc YZeome, ()l'l c-.arlier and
hudcr ri&ht off the working pan o( the 
band There's• urong pull dnwn l.nw,
foUowiAA by II bi,; mi-d•r•ORC rush. then 
a thon, late: fl,lrgc: . Neu the: top, the 
power fbttel'!f()Ut, :u� l'l(>thlng wiU bt 



g,.incd by trying ,oc,..-c.-ncv the bike 

At Urn, we.- tritd tO ridc chc VZl50 
like l'l)()St Othe r 150:s, 1b at i.s,. w e uicd
to keep It ,-ing:ini, Quickl y. we foun d
wt tb11t h w•• much bcmer to 
sh ort •shih th e YZ muc.h hk c an o pen 
cb.» bikc 

When yc,u tb@n •thlll a'lSO (even o
uxqucyonct, yoo ohen Hnd th-e bike In 
a situ ation whe re thc choscn gtaris a
bi t coo tall for t he ;ob m be done, but
che ncxc low en gcai wiH merely 
ovcne v the cngioe . Whe-u tbb bapp:-ni 
on 1h c Yllmah:a ,  •ll 1bat ' t needed b • 
very quic.k fan (Ion chcdu1ch, and all of

a sudden, cbc c ni-lnc p�ks up $01'nC 
rpm and stuu to pull like a madrr..an .  

SmngeJy, chis LS the w•y Bobby 
Hanull.b ride� . We wu11dcr if 1bc 
Yam.aha iHhi.t wayb�au,eof 
Hannuh'� inRuencc, n, Hanruih ride�
that w.ay bccaust the Power of th e 
Yamaha is suc h .  And why did that 
chicken com e before the egg. o, w.as it
�u of ooc IIJ'IJ ball• Jm.c-.n uf c.bc othnl 
Wbo care, and so what! 

Once we got used 1oriding in 1hc 
Han ftilh fa$hion ,  WC Started lO tet 
really hot In the come1s .  It seems that
the YZ. r�pc>nd$ l)csc co a1tackuig the 
coma, 11.ailini 1 bc 1.broul c i o 100 hl.g:b 
11gc41, Oippin,i 1be du1ch lc•e ronce 
11.nd hal11ngaut al 1hc rum. 

When puncbiQ£ the chroul e iD this 
fash ion, one cends 10 capect the reu
c-nd of the blkC' 10 swing wiJdJy OUl if 
die: body wc�h1 and tm:tlon a1co't J\I.Jt 
pe:rfc-t1. NOt !SO, the rc11.1 cDd o! th e 
Y .am.ah.a fe-h ve ry, very  1u1blc-uDdC'r
this condldon .  

We t old )'OU carlltt th11.t the hom end 
of the blke no longci pushes or plow, in
flat comcn. .  Corobl.nh'8 thb with the 
new, ttoblcf cc1 ol the 1·Ht cnd mak.C'�
the VZ \'U)' rileasant in the comcr.1
There was no netd to climb up on the 
g.uup to ma.kc thdrom end bhe. 

One of oo.r test scssjons wa.s at
S.,uJd lcback Pa,k on a oonnal Satu.1J11,y
r•«•Y Herc:-� w chadthrccridenwho 
own ed older VZ.,; ride the bike, and we 
got the-it imp1cssions .  Aer°" the 
boud, thcyall raved ib0t.u the waphc 
bike steered.

Another th111g we plekd from those
sam e 11ders wu 1h11t 1bcy had all  
txpcr1c-nc,cd gc11,rbo.x tr OU b)e On th e '78 
bikes. One 150 Erptt1 daS$ rider had 
bctn insid e bis gearbox cicaetly 14
times, bu t  bad e.xpc.riC'?lccd no o ther 
cnilue trouble. We checked around
wi1h a few &hopsa.nd pumped thcm for
in fi:mn,s1io n •bout the-gearbox baulct
Appa1cntly. '78 was iodccd a ytat f01 
shifting bluuon the Y b ,  •cross the 
t,oud 

Mure pok.ii,tt, prowllng ,ml ptoddlng 
1;n1 usa poNibl e •n$WC1". h 6eCUI$ that

Ptol.cttvechllln rol lers 1boul'Kf .  8111 ot pl•ttle and nylon nudgo and guide lhe
Chain from end to end .  

the tO!CTII.DCC, OD 1bc '78 boxn W('.I('. 

vcrydCllle ,nd mot? rid e r, u,� • 
normal lhuvyl g earbox oil. This m•dc
fO( slugg.bb shifting (increased dr� 
and• IO! of ocuu•b. Shoe-maker 's 
Cycle &tvlC e (who fields a team of Y""L
ride rs) u:i,eJ • very li.&ht MTF Ouid all
year and rcponed no gearbox problems 
on the 250s and ,oos, and U'J.tln 
shi/ung He said th.It tho$C ndcr,  usin,: 
the hcnie r oil and mbslngge.uJ were 
protNbly b1cak1ng lhc gears by 
j11111min6 a.te1eaml.Qg cr)&ln c  iromii 
fab.c neurral In to• gear. No gcubox 
can ukc 1h:.u kind of •  loa d !6t very 
lon_it. 

The gurb<,% on tltc '79 Ps b.u been 
changed, but u MUI might not bun for 
ridcr-t to invutigat c the I.I.)( of l.lglttc-t 
vhcoslty gu,rbo,: oils, iut1 co boon the
safe side. For wh.tt it• swonh, we raced
the VZ In two40-mioutc motos aod
nt'\'c1 misSt-d on e shift. 

BUMPS AND GR.INDS 
Swpcnsi on 1ravcl h,s been ,ncrca,cd 

toalmou 11 tncbc, front an d re ar We 
had no1hi.t1A bu t lOOd wo rds for the: 
fork$ In fact, th<y Jl('rlormed ,o � ·c.-11 
that we nc\'et e ven checked the 
p1C»u1c, ur played Jwl tchy-sw&ppy 
with the oil .  The bike wu r.eN •s 
dcl I \'creel. 

We were 11lso pleased with chc •edon 
of the mono tear for the fim half of• 
40-mlnute moco. Theo, tome fade was
u-pc::rlcnccd .ad tbc 1cu e:nd 5Urtcd
li.(1ing: too muth ov er roll �iWl'lpJ ,
W e cxpcricoccd • few unwan1cd front 
cod laodiJ>ss 

Th e lade oc•crgo1 to the poi.ct where
we IO$t control of the rur end, but
tbCcTC' w*' coou,gb 1cductiQn iu rtbound 

daropl.og to make ui mOdily the way 
we appro.tched and l eft 1cvcr•l iu.m� 
Dft the tt111Ck. We t1.1,pccr 1h•1 f•stcr 
riders will f.adc the stock mono unit 
bdorc the "4.S-roUl,uie mark i s  rt ached .  
We •lso susp«t 1h&t tbe grc•t m.Ajorlcy 
of riders In the Bc�ion cr, Novice and
lntcn'l'lcdi•tc da»cJ aod Middle oi the
Pack Sportsman Ex,c-.n• will no t  ftdc 
1hc mo no uni1 to the poi ntol rcquJring 
a reservoir, or modific.at ion. 

In 1ddition 10 rllCC le:St i.ng th e YZ. WC
abo rode the bike around jun for f un ,
and even put t o  a Nil cby oJ mcsslng 
:tr<1uad lo the dcsuc. While 1h c V'Z 
worked th e whoop, wc:11 .it bi.ch 
speeds, 1hc tiding JJO$lltoo for
iunaiocd i.ast dcsen run ning i.$ all
wmfl6, ror motocross, OJC. for 
o.tf,r�d. bar ..c,d pc' p0silinn would 
have 10 be t..lte.rcd btfo1e th e a vcrqe 
rider woo.)d be comfort•bl e . By avc-T4ie 
rider,  w e of course mein uouod 5'8"

and 110 pounds. 

errs ANO PttC£S 
Well, lt •ppcau t.hat Yam,ha h4 1

succumbed 10 tht: old floa1i� ,cu 
brtkc myth and �l'le tb11t rout e. Quite 
frankly, we foul'ld no diffcrcm:c 
bc:1w«n the braldng act ion of Jasi
)'CU'S noo.-Oo1ti11g )CtUp and lhb 
yen's noatlr,,g setup. We t hi nk lh.1t
whoever sold the manufac.ture:n this 
bill ot goods bu a full-Oo,tiiu: br•in. 
Af1cr baviog ridden coun tless bikes 
with "full•Ooatlng brakes'' th.al 
ch,111ucd Uke drv.o.kcn chimps, we led 
1.he eonciept is ovubfowo •nd nut 10 
W<lfthlcss. A prop,:,rly SC't u pn11.!M!ud
rcu works at lent a.swell and wctihs
le". £nougb on t bat. 

$.addle hdg:bt h low, compared co 



1979'8 
DIRT BIKE 
CALENDAR 
IS HEREI 

And h's more than just a caleiMar 
... it's an axoiting collection of 
edorful DIRT BIKE aclion ... 

THE WAY 

YOU LIKE IT! 

The 1979  DIRT BIKE Qttenda r is 
also desigMd 10 be as practical
as ill ls decorative. 
Only$1.50 
Su pplios •rt Umi1od 
ORDER YOURS TODAY 
------------

19?9 DIRT DIKE CALENOAR Ql9<l 

Goxl17 
&i�.Calf.91315

""""--------- - -• 
_,,,.., ___________ .c.., 
Stat,, ______ z;,, - - --1 

(PINN tndoso tUiO for tKh c;tlenclar
01do1ed ,  plus 50 c.onts l)Odage and 
Nncllr,v. Moko chocks l)OYGblO t o: 0.ity/14-TORIUO Publishing Compony.) 

� Ol'IT-.Ufl8AU,UV"" 

YAMAHA YZ250F 

OOOl$l of the otbc:, 150son the ma,kct 
Pq.s .trt"ahro a bh Oft th(' low side, 
dc-mand1ng that 1hc rider not d�n�e hb 
boots downward when riding th�h 
deep run. Weha� n olictd 1hl11 m0$t 
pro Ya.mah.- rldc,s r iJc with tbt b&lb Q(
thtu fee� pt,chc-d 0 1:1  the peg$ ol VZ,, 
l'llther thlll'I tu.eking rht httl/im-tC'l'I 
artaovcr 1b e pe�. 

Crip,, bus and conuob wcrcaU 
wdl-hkcd by the vano1.1s ic-:stcn. Evca 
tho'-1p1 thegt1p) UC Hllal l ,  the) >till 
Mvc a t:icky, '4>(t fctl 10 t hem, 

Some improvcmcnu,  haYcbert1 m.Ade 
to the ab box.  It i s  slill not a modd ai 
simplichy, and maintrnance ratta 
about lli'C on• Kale oi t ei:i ,  Wa1crcaa 
fond willj . .:-n1cr the: box u.n.lc» t•Pin& 
prctamiool :uc c.kcn Y<Mi• CP ridtrs 
take riotc , 

Brake, provtd to be what )'OU migh1 
npect from Yamaha: eu;dlcm at both 
erwb, wilh 1bc from 11topJ)('"r being 
c&pcci•lly delisb1Iul to u.sc. 

Good pb'1ic abound�, but the front 
tend et :rppcars u ncharu:cd from the' 18 
unit. It 'll st.an tosa.g ahcu while !n  
the n.trrow s«ti oo foNanl o f the 
forlc..s , 

O,u d«•l9 are tt.lU on the tank aittt 
• fu11 mooth of ddlng. Rut then, we 
haven't bcm as sloppy 11.S u,ual whe n 
falling the tank, so who kt1owi1f Last 
year, thedecals !tl1 off almon 
.iru.tamly ,  

There app(;t,rf to� j()J:l'lc 
reinforcement around 1bc front pipe 
mounting area, This was a breaking 

�pot la:,1 yea, . We found tbe muffk.1 to 
be ,dauvdy quiet fo,. UCCI, Not llS 
Silcnl ,na CIID•Am, but decent. 

The "addle WU plu sh in thc centc1 
and forwa.rd stetions, and firm in 1M: 
rear .  Of course, when you'rr p«chcd
o,·er the rcu, much ol yo,;ir weight i:, 
on the fttt, so this works out fine .  

Our bi.kec•mc CQl,nppcd with l.R.C. 
k.oobbies ,  and t� workcdquuc wel l  
Hloo.g as we bad II decent trad: . 
Howevcr, when tht ttack dricdOUt t1nd
1umcd int o dusty, rac.kcd •dobc:, we 

y¢.-mcd fq1 tbc tddy snd iic:curitro( 
Mctzie1tn, front a.oJ rear ,  

Spokrs came looM: on the yz wub 
rc_gula.rity ior the first low-to six hou rs
of riding, 1� settled in ,nd required 
oofunbcr •ncntion, 

N(.'lnlll§OTMhs umc kM:Kc on om 
bikr, 1�1ifyir1,: w a decent prc po.mion 
iob. Ch1i.n stretch was mi.nunal. 
TAKING A SQUJNTY-EYEO 
LOOKATTHEBIC PICTURE 

Sun\m\ng up the new Y2.1SOF 11 
c••y .  l t 'S 1111 eicclleat mOt()Cros.sct 
with minim.al changes rtrcdcd. Thr 
w-0rk1ni pr(» will want more ttavd. 
Evc.r,·onc ds-t will do wdl 10 luve t he 

travel 11.1 i1 

,\1 l»t report, lhe asking pncc !or • 
•7� yz Wll$1110Und 1hc$ISOO.plu, 
nurk. Th1111's• lotofmoney, bu1 at 
11:.ast thr buyn c,n rC$t It. the 
.)111i,fac1io n  1ha1 the Jl•modcl Ui • 
101:ill y ne"" ' biltc , not II rchuh«l '78 
pa..:b.gc 

The spread o! power is much more
$Cruil>le •nd usable thin on l.asc )"Car', 
bite, Other 1SOs will be-a� 1hc Yamaha
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