Not as fst as
the YZ, but

much easier

toride
Let’s suppose for the moment that vou station wagon. and speni many hours :
haven'1 becn to a motocross (rack in over building model cars and §illing in 1ricky
ayear. Your excuse being a rather large, words to crossword puzzles.
heavy chunk of plaster that hitched a Bul now everything's alt healed up. the
rikle with your body, courtesy of the uki helmet and leathers have been
talents displayed at the last Easter resurrected and you're ready to go out 4
Sunday Grand Prix. This whie, heavily and take on the troops. All the time you
autographed award was awarded you for were at home waitching daytime TV, you
fantastic feats during that gigantic were secrctly going aver (he okd track in
| downhill jump. You got a little out of your mind. Turn by turn it comes hack to
shape. took a ride ina white and red you, remembering where and how you
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Thermal Flow
shocks,
proportionally
smaller versions
of those found

on the

Yamahas,
actually worked
well in the

Underside view
of the Yamaha
125 shows the
skid plate that
helps keep you
out of your
dealer’s service

| department
after a rocky
ride.

The footpegs
finally give you
something to
grab onto.

bigger

rough.

ABOVE—
Yamaha’'s new
frame design on
the 125 routes
the pipe thsough
the chassis. just
like on its bigger
brothers.

blew oll all those ridets on your 1971
125 Yamaha. Now you're going to
re-earf: your position at the top of the
results page in the weekly newspaper.
Bui. something seems drastically wrong:

There appear to be many new
motorcycles out vn the track, many that
vou've never seen before. No matter, You
can still beat them all with your inborn
talent and natural abitities. Or so you
think. Those Honda machines that
you've been hearing so much about are
swarming all about, diving under,
powering above and occasionally through
vour line in the corners. A new Yamaha,
yellow and vaslly improved, comes flying
by, Toa fast lor you to natice the
changes, but you know there's ssmething
up the little Y's siceve "cause it's lracking
rcally smooth. A screaming 125 Pursang
spews its share of mother earth all over
vour Carreras. Face il buddy, you're out
ol tauch with the motocross world.

Back home, after beiny lrounced by
almost everyone. the old motocrosser

eocs up for sate. Some kid three blecks
away hcars about your plight, buys the
bike #nd scts you free on the'74
motacriss market. A tripcdown the road
loyour Yamaha dealer (who
remembered you by sending a get well
card along with (wo overdue payment
nolices} and you immediately head lor
the new yellow 125 MXer that won your
thre emotos last Sunday. An cmpry
watlcl, a tree T-shirt, and, gobs of
papeiwork tater, you have the new bike.
All shiny, trick purts, and still ignorant
ol the (rcatment you will subject it to ost
on a (rack. Once home. you have the
customary ‘‘come se¢ my new bike”’
get-tagaiher with a few friends. and
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you're all set. A new Jofa in the duffel
bag, some oil in the Autolube
injection system, some gas in the tank
and you're raring to go.

Getting lo the track seems to take
forever. Unload the bike and fumble with
the gear. Jump on the bike, adjust the
new Toasted Almond gloves that are two
sizes toosmall and then give the
kickstarter a prod. Nothing, Oh well, it's
new, isn’tit? One more kick. Still zilch.
On the third kick things are starting to
happen. Stzangely the machine doesn't
make half as much noisc as your cld
mount. Boy, these Japancse folks sure
have come a long way since the
disposable silencer. Itsits there quietly
and idles, stretching its shifting paws and
rubbing its clutch plates.

Give it a second, kick it into gear and
take off towards the track entrance.
You'll get about two feet and it’l] die. It's
acold-blooded bike; you've got to give it
a few minutes to warm itself up. After all,
it's still new.

The bike is wide awake and bushy
tailed now. and as you head towards the
starting linc you experiment with a few
things. Yup. it has five gears. just like
yourold Yammi¢, And you can actually
lind ncutral when you want it. Quite an
improvement over your old bike that
came equipped with the hunt and swear
method. Getting it up to the gate, you
plunk the new toy into first gear, set up
for the start,wick up the rcvs and drop
the hammer. The bike explodes out of
the hole, spewing some dirt, screaming
its little heart out and strangely enough,
traversing ground faster than you had
expected. A quick shifi lo second
mainiains the natural high. Just to give

On the end of the exhaust pipe lies
the U.S. Forest approved spark
arrester.
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the old ego a little boost, a tug on the
handlebars seems appropriate. The bike
lofts its front end slowdy and surely as you
sashay down the starting grid. Boy, what
a blast. Just gottu ry that again!

Turn around real quick, linc up
behind the starting gate again, but this
time stick the bike in sccond gear. Wick
it up again, release the left-hand lever
as though it were the wrongend of the
coathanger at a weenie roast, and the
bikc sputters out of the hole and
struggles back on the pipe as it passes its
way over the starting gate. Oh well, first
guar it is. Atleast now you know how to
get the hole shot un the troops come next
Sunday. Bul those corners are important
too.

Gliding down the straightaway you
approuch the first turn, a sharp but
smaoth leti-hander. Grit your teeth. give
it the old hairy eycball, and take a
charge. Just before you hit the berm,
drop the anchors. WOW, those brakes
are too much! Slide down oft the gas cap,
slither your way through the turn, tell
yourself thetit's been a longtime since
you've been on a really competitive bike
and (ry it ugain. This time wait till the
lasl. mameni to hit the brakes. The rear
brakeisn't as touchy as the ones you read
about on the bare Yanimies. This time.
grab the binders, kick down a couple of
gears, pitch the bike sideways. and screw
it on. Hf you kept it on the pipe, the
Yuamaha grabs a bite and sends you off
into the next siraightaway, Boy. you
could. really learn toenjoy this!

Accelerating aown the straightaway
you'll notice that you can’t grab the
proverbial handful and shift your way to
4 facfory sponsorship. The 125 needs a
little help getfing from onc ratio to the
next nrathematical plateau. Backing off

Both brakes on the machine
performed waell. Front suspension
was good, but needed e little
extra spring tension for rough
terrain.

The Mlkunl carbureted perfectly.
Both starting and throttle
response were smart in
operation.

The little
Yamahahas
lost much
weight with
this year's
changes,
making it
much more
manaeuvera-
ble thanin
the past.

the throttle (which it pains your heart to
do). is the best way to encourage the
Yammic to engage the next cog. Itwon't
shilt under full power, darn it. Maybe
some designer abroad is working on this
little hang-up right now. Sure hope so.
Bul until it bccomes a reality, you're
going to have to adapt. Downshifting is
na problem however. Da it like Brad
Lackey; jump on that funns little bar
sticking out of the left side case, and
Bingo!

Towards the end of the straightaway,
about ten feet from the corner, is a long
series of braking bumps «nd ruts. Kick
the bike down i gear. hit the binders,
and start your journcy through the
putholes. About haliway through you
natice something very wrong. For one
thing, your Jola is 1now up over your cyes,
Your hefmet strap is digging into your
neck. and you can envision whatitwas !
like to visit the gallows, Those Thermal
Flow shocks, a shrunken version of those
found on the bigger machines, don't
want to cooperate in the truly rough .
terrain. They agree with you for the first
five feet or so, after which they might
decide not to work at all. The shocks
weren't built sitong enough to take a
<onstant beating, thus your impression of




Pierre Karsmakers goes duwn the tubes.
The shocks don’| rebound as quickly as
they should. excuse enoughtotest the
saliness of your new Yamaha's seat.
Fortunately. someone in the *seat

cu shion”™ department has been very
generons.

Now you ¢came upon your favarite part
uf the track. the big jump where you had
your previous paintisl and time
consuming experience. The guy infront
of you, o i1 360, just took oft, his rear
wheel hitting a small bump which sent
the bike's back end into a farge arc. The
bake finatlylands in a scmi-controlled
manner. Recalling your Iricky maneuver
of 12 moons past, vou head dead straight
at the jumgp. Rushing the tranny through
{s many gears as you cansqueeze before
you go into space you hit the jump, head
towards the sky. and wait. Thelittle [235
is much lighter than the machine you just

The 125
comers
exceptionally
well. With
mors
sophisticated
tires it could
be even
better.

umlouded . . . er. .. seld and as suchiit
clitubs like a Learlel.

Expeciing all kinds of nasty things to
happen to you, you're surprised when the
machine touches down sottly and doesn't
jar vour spine loose. Those shocks that
gave vou headaches when you braked
through Ihe rough are really working
now.

A couple of more laps like this one and
you get the feeling that anyvone can
buecome an experl, You've got amount
that will work with you, a powerband
that agrees with your transmission, and
brakes that allow you 1o stop when it’s
necessury. Why heck, maybe you do have
achance at winning thisweck's c|ass.‘£;2

Max

Pts. NUMERICAL EVALUATION
10 BOSWeE <37, 0 s Uy s

10 Posveband
16 Acculormtion

(5} Ratios
10 Transmission

(51 Operation

151 Front
10 Suseension

15) Rear .

{5) Fronm

10 Brakes
{9 Rear

10  Genotal Hancling

30 Miscallaneg

{5} Starting . .. ..

(5! Kider Comfort J
(5t Quality of Cratismanship
(51 Riding Maneuverability

151 Tires

161 Noise Level

100pts.
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& r / \. iy E Engine type 2.S, pistan-por, sgh.
£e8 3 /" A b Boraand stroke, mm 568xS0
6 . Oisoticement, o ; 123
X /' JP o= dpn = ofpn = 4 s A Harsepowet/tpm (claimed) N/A
: h J Torquasspm telaimed) 11.5it.b./8000
A |=-:}¢-'? o Cumpresson raio ... .. 8:3
2 Sommd 7S —= Ait filtration wet foam
& & 3 S Carbureton . .. 28mm Mikuni
'§ NP § g ~§ é’? § 5 A§ ’(§ § f £ ; ol L.ubsication Autoiube
Igmtien flywheel-magneto

DRIVE TRAIN
Trarismission
Ctuteh type
Primadry drive . .
Final drive ratio

5-spd, canatent mesh
wot, multl.disc
gears, helics!

15/47 1:3.133

CHASSIS
Chassis type A double cragils
Qverall longth Trere 787
Seat height . 37
Peq height . 1.0
Ground clearance N 38
Wheelbase ...... 524
Weight 35 testod } 192
FR/RR wt, bias. ....,.... RE T AR 89/103
Tires, tront e 2.75-21
feari ki . 3.50-18
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