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First Test: 1973· Ya
n

iana lf 31� 
A stripped, kitted Enduro that works in spite of itself 

By the Staff of DIRT BIKE 

DECEMBER 1972 

P'l-�t. You with t.l1e J)rtrt•tlOu•
lob nJ\J dew,· t.'V�. \V1uma race rno•
tosiold<-s? I iuridred cl�. I.uh?

Stw ,•ou wunt to �tart out ui, a
PuntOn. Surry. tlmt.'r. uni. You'll hl·
sa\'im� for that until llw S(>:\.'-'iil i.'> 
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over. 13rc:ik it once: and it'll be a 
zillion gloomy Sundl\ys lwfort- you 
<.-nu get it fi:<cd. Saine with the DK\V 
nnd Bultaco JOOs. 'What you want 
is either n Hodoka Supt'r 1'tlt or n 
Y:mmhn L T3,MX. Sure. tlwre an� 
otlwr Jop:1nesv lOOs-Suzuki. f-londu� 
Knwn.;;aki-bot they hnvc lights and 
turn signals and llC(."<I speci.ll kits: 
it will still C'O:)t you a bunch. ] ust 
the Hodie and n \'ammic arc rc.1dy 
to go, more or less. 

And you just mighl eod up with 
the Hodnkn if you don't pince nn 
or<lcr for the Ynmahn pronto. 111i: 
L T3 goos fost. bandies deoontly and 
is clu;.-:i,p to service. Just whnt you 
want. But it also :.ells foster than 
82 Jafos- at nn nll�Jonior mt'Ct. 

Last yc�r Y111nnha called it an 
L 1'2; this yt>ar ;rs an LT3. Yamaha 
fans know lhnt this should mean 
n consideroblc cbangc/improvcrncnt 
o,·er th(> previous model. Not so 
this time. All thot's chnngc..-d arc the 
forks. the.,? appear:mce. ana perhaps 
the porting uncl combustion clmm� 
ber. Even the fo1me and engine serinl 
numbers <'arry on "'L'T2.. prcfi.'IC. 
When nsk<!d why on LT3 snys LT.2, 
Y11mnhn c;(plnin<..-'d, "Oh, all the L T3s 
will hovq VfZ stamped 01\ them. 
But they're renlly LT3s." Sony we 

.a.<J.:ed. 
The bike fct.•L� good. S1;.-at is plush 

nnd c..-omfy, conrrols are right where 
vnrious ap_pcndagt'$ :1.re prone to 
1�okc and pu.ncJ,, and It's light, Look 
down and notice that tlte trl1>lc 
clomps arc the some funk they use 
on the coduros, CQ1nplc:.te with 
rnounlin� for htcb and spccclo, tha 
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nllirnate optjonal ucct!SSnrii:s: for llio 
seriou.-. m()tor:ro.��er. 

Kickst:nt<,r isn't so hut. either. 
Stamp a t  it rind find out th::tt H 
travels 114..':1.rly to tlw bOttQm of its 
strok<· heforc Lhe ntchct grobs some 
metal to make th<> motor spin. 1 t 
doosn't spin the motor v(•ry fa.�l. t'l• 
thru-. A fine too had to be• dcvclopl!CI 
in ordt.-r to nrnk<• it work right. Af. 
{(l'r U1nt, A tfaS'Sic J.kfokcr. 

To ride the LT3 propt"fly � s-im
p1y n m,1ttcr of tc.-a,ing tho throttle 
wide open. Judic.1ous use of duct 
t.1pe hl!l'e will lca,•c U1cr rig;ht hand
ffcc to wa,·<· at friends. scrntcJ1. or

., 

b1..•at o£f com1>elin� tidvrs. For thnt 
mutter. after the �lnrt the dutch ht_ ... 
wmcs useless. Ju.st snjckctv-snicl,: 
th.rou�h tht• gcar�. dc."<:tin� ti,c.• one 
that bt.--st suUs tht• sp{'t'<1 you feel 
works hcst. •rranny is typical Yama
ha stuff-huJlet- au<l i<liot-1')roof. 

It hnd better- be. A typical moto,. 
cross et1ursc might c:1Jl for, .st1y, -10 
h) 50 shifl:::: ( depending ,,n. 1un(m,g
other thing.-:. 1,rcvniling wind c,-.')ncli
tions) for 100... rind 125s. Fur 11 10.
l,1p moto, this m(!:\O .. 'i pcrhnp� 500
�hifts and 1,500 in :1 duy of rncing.

Don't t3'pect to 8nd n lc,t or new cogiJiet-r
ing goodifls on the "1!) JOO MX. Most or the 
c-lu\nges are cosmetic. Noncithclc-ss, the: bi:ke 
petforms well. 
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not counting 1umling your girl 
around for hot clng:;. And i! you 
mis.-'- n gcnr going h\lo fourth. y0\1 
l(tSt' 10 p0$itfon.s whufl you hn.Vl' to 
go b:,ck tu Rrst to st:-trt nil c.wt:r u1,.rnin. 
Thu Ytt11i1\h11 hlL'i proved it t,:(tu take 
this sort of tcm<h:rn(•ss. 

Our hist hike, was duliven-td with 
rich jrrtti1)g :rnd the Autolube pump
ing oil into the combustion c:hambt.>r 
like it W:l<i hibritntiug a drill prc.,ss. 
Artor sevc•ml hours or thrnsbing, 
howcv('r, nctu;�I 9il ose wns negligi
hh•, although you nc.vfJr ,voulcl luwc 
g'Ol:sst.-d it by tho wnstaut blue 
sm::nm from lht! 1•xu1111sion chombcr. 

Aft<rr we <.-ompcnsatcd for a bit of 
the richn�s by moving the ne<."<lle to 
the hottom. tlw Yomall..1 ran swell, 
nll things <.-onsid�r<•cl, Even with it 
<:ra1>ping out at high and low r·s) the 
L 1'3 s<:ool<.-d nt least ns fast 11s rmy• 
thing in its cb1ss. A simple but care. 
ful tuning juh would lt'-nvc thr rider 
with nu excuse for golting passt'd 011

thl' s-troig.htn.wny. 
Ynmaho':t SHCCL-S:.fnl rctc'<I villvcr 

(which, accor<linJ,! to Yamnlm':5 PH 
folks. "Inducts torque··) oortoinly 
hc-lps out tlw pow<.•r bo.nd, but lik� 
nuy otJwr strong. 100cc 2-strok�. Lhnt 
l,and is 1)S wide as :1 parachute l)aok� 
cr's nrn.rgiu for error. Keep your lt•(t 
foot moving. 

�IOst tsurprising thing nbuut the 
Vr3 is the wny it lum<llC$, Dufort• 
nctunlly l'iding the Lhing; one tc..o;t
ritlur $!,'l'l11nbk·d, .. This biktl 11in't nt,_•w.
This IS thu snmc junk frame: they 
used on last yf•ar's Endu.ro... After 
.sc.vc.rol hot laps, tlw .sanw ,n•y bt-. 
came n volcunu of complimonts for 
the• mnahhw's trnc-k.siclt• manner . 

.Ftmny tlilng. The frnmc is the 
same om• Ynmnha u!l'ccl la.,i-t yt-ar. 
One rt!O$On wl1y the muohinc hi\n� 
die.;;; so wull is b(.'(•uusc of ib li!,(ht 
weight: It t� cn1.sy ootl heops of ruo 
to mtL'IOlt• the hike in :\11)' diruetlon 
vou want. AL�o. Ynmnho Is using 
T1e1wicr forb this yt'ftr that work ex• 
tn•mdy well. 

B<:l-tcr .sit down for this: Th,· 
n-i,r shocks o.ctunlJy <:<Ln be termed
.. aclcquato ... 

\Vhcn th(! rider is rually zooming 
on very rough ground, the Yanunil' 
will incll�1to thnt it Im.,;- re:,c.hud its 
lftnit by ''hobbt•ho�ing." That is, 
tho rc:\r t•nd will st11rt bouncing 
slrnlght up. causing the ft1rks to do 
the snmo. Up goC:S tht· l'<tar end. 
down go(� the r{'nr .;nd, up go(!S the 
front' end, down <.-c>Itw.s tht· front c)nd, 
up g(>Cs the ren.r �ml. And sc> ft 
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The pow�r lumd it veTy 1>e1.1ky. despilc Ilic rce<l 
induction. Air tltancr. Autnluhc side c<wor nnd 
�rb slide c.:l111mbcr are poorly 54.'llltd, 

Footpt,g design dntes back 5 yen" to the 
originnl OT-I. Odd sbirter plnccmenl 
doesn'I hinder .ffllOOlh, 1msitivc shirts. For 
thc1t mllllcr, Ynn11tba oou.ld use a brick for 
rt shiftt!r t111d ii would still work well. 
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�UC'$ until tli1• rit1f'r hack\ olr on the: 
throttle 1i.ot u t,ul. Tiu: prop�r ntti• 
tudc ,,ill rt'lum. Sidt·way-. U10\'t,"-

1m•nl throutth wl1<Kllldk� is minimal. 
C.ontt•r rnkin� on thi..• I .T3 ii. lik<•

ridiu<t tlw mrn)orail tlt Disnl'vlnnd. 
lt follow:-. Unc..� \'i..'1')' wdl .1nd is pru
<.'iS<•. hut Lht·rc is uo fronl �•nd wnsh
out at ,111 At-hmlly the O\'t•mlJ han• 
dliu� ts (lllitt• �frnil:1r lo tl11ll 1>r n 
\finf-Encluro. �hl)1ht• it":. ju.'i"i tlw 
I :r.rs litdll Wl'i�ht thnt omk<� it 

S(�'H\ -.O, 

Sharp jolt-1; lilw jmnp l:mcliug,_-., 
c-lrop-olfs. c•tc .. ore: ltruulh.•<1 1,dmir
ahly 1,c;m:.id1•rinl! tbnt it';\ Yomo.ha 
!'lll�(k.'1lSi410, 

Tiu· lutnl t•ffed of tlll' ,,11nbhtl\• 
lion or pow<•r and hon<lHn,f! yidds 
a t,tn•at dtial or pott•ntinl. providing 

YA!IIKA lf.l '1 
PRICL SVSlHltd retlll. IPPtO'f fitA 
�Qltcl IYPt Sintlt c:;Undt1. 

1ed lndilctillfl, pis-1Dn-1)!0r1 
OISPLACEMEHT 97cc 
SO!IE & STROKE $2 , 4Sm"' 
COMPRESSIO!< R.11I0. N/A 
OARBUllfTION, 2&1>1'1 "'•k.unl 
HP @ RPM CtlJimed) N/A 
CLUrcH: WeL. rn11lti•di$C 
PRIMARY ORJI'£, G<!r 
nNAL DRrv£1 Chall\ 
GEAR RATIOS I 2.8331 

2 1.87$,l 
3 1.368J 
• J,090,!
5 0.956'1

AIR OlTIIATION• 01111d po-ly1ueJhll'JO fo.1m 
ELECllllCAl. SYSIEAI n,..hoel INJIIIOIO 
U/!IRIOAl!ON. /wloluC>t 
RECOMMENDED FUEL Premium 
RE'llOfi!MENOED Oil Nol ,11rc1Hed 
FUEL CAPilCllY, 1.6 PIICIOl 
JAAM(; Ool.ele downtubc.. lull Ctadlt 
SUSl'lNSION 

Front H)draiJUeill)' d,1mped ltltsc:oolc 
Re.th Sw\nprm w/YlfT'llhl 1h«l1 

!IRES
rrom.1 2 7Sx19 Yokol1Jma l-nobb:;
Re1, 3.001118 YO-.oti.111'11 ktl�y 

WHms Fron1, S1eel
IIW• Stttl 

Ol�ENSIONS 
Wltt11lbue1 -49.6 rnd!e, 
C,t,11.111d Cltllitlltf• 8.3 ll'ICl'lt!S 
$0,l lffllhl NIA 
Weigllt �111rn,dl I� pound1 

C..111111 188 Po"1ch loo a,sl 
O. lroot •l>eel 43.11'
On 11i1 'llthetli 56.9% 

BR.AKES: rront: lnttrnal tr.p,ndint 
Rea. hllt1n..l e•p,ndln& 

INSlRUMENTS� N0110 
SIUNC£R1 Yes 
PRIMARY KICK, y,. 
NOlt Pflces of commonly 1cplaced outs 
ncit yet 1valf.able to, tMs tll<IIOltyCIII 
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F11C1lory•inslalled Jilenecr tout:, down lhc 
bigl1•pilchcd ihriclc. It is $l."Curc:d with both 
t"l11m1, 1111d bracket tu preclude eiecHon 
during the third moto. 

that tlw ri<h'1' <.'ftll li::m1 to make 
tli<·m jivl'. 111ougl1 t11c- t•nginu must 
lw kt!pl t.'OokinK, llll'ri• L<i: no sc•rioos 
huodlinJ,t tl(•fk·i<mey to m11k4,.• th,· rid
er wunt tu huck off. \Vidc 01-w-•11 arnl 
�tir tht• f{Carhox. 

All11ough the LT3 I!. 11 �Otxt mu, 
thin,• for lht• :.<•rious yonnl,! moto, 
,-,OS-�<"r. •u� :1 .Sl'rious 01otoc�oss mrt• 
chine It fails lt <:ould e1\sily ht• 20 
1>ountls lighter. Tl1(• 1,ir clt•:tncr.
lriplt• clarnps., foot1x•� nnd ot1wr
1L-.sQrkcl ih'1r1� nn; uJI chippt1I ofT on
obese chunk nf md;d. 111t• fr,um·
nbo1111d� with dt•:1Jic.s to mour1t .$Heh
n('(.'t'S!;ili(!) w. hudd)' llt'l-.'11 ,md turn 
�ignitls. 'I11t.' sk>t•I rirns art..• stroo�. 
(.•ouM be lighU•r. and hn\f<' no provi• 
-sion for rim lock.<; wh4:n ynu gl'l tllt' 
rear lirt• prt�nrt• dO\\'n to tlu- point 
ur OJ)thnum lr:tl-lion, you s-pin tlw 
tuht..·. Oraki:s un• tll{' lwst thing 'i"l11c:t• 
n hrick w,-JI hul tlw huhs coufd 1w 
Jighlc:.•1wd. Tank i!. just more· hc-.wy 
uwtnl. or COUl'S{•. by UH, tim(' )"Ill 
M\'V up for an L 1'3 wilh nll thi� 
1watu sh10'. you could hi\vr l)CJu�ht 
yQur.sdr O Pt•nton n IOlll! time !t�O-

ll/TS AND PIECES 

Kill bullun i,� n ,rmplc but hnndy 
fcatun•: ou� came with n win:• 3 
f<.'t.-1 ln11i�r than lll'CCSSary. Mnyln.� 
lltnt'� �o ) ou cr.m plug it iulo somt•· 
emu cl-.c-·� bike. 

Th,· c;\rh slidl• stut•k wide open 
after II joml in the mud. Thb b 
lYJ>ical of au unwnlt•11,roofod Mila.1-

ni. Afit•r dt.•noh1� it, tlu· thrt1ttJ1• 
stm lrnd to lw cJost'(I b)' hnud. �lure 
�ril hiul $tilllu-r('(I 11rtmnd the thrnl• 
tk-.uil pump cal,1,· junction. 

Afr clemll'r L"I tlw uil-funm lypt., 
�o rm" botlwtt-d to oil it wlu-n we 
got the! bike-. Tiu• .shiny chrouu .. • l1le
mc•nt Cf)Vet i� 1\ nnh,ro.1 honu, for u 
DlllT HIKE stickl'r. 

The fcndc•rs ,u,d hmk ha\'C a spif
fy riew paint jnb to match tlw big
ger Ynm:H,.TOSstrs. The fc-ndc-rs ntC' 

,n:tde of n pl1:1stic-likc subshu•ce: 
very tMn nlmninum. �n1cy crnck un. 
cl<•r vibrntion. 

Tlw t•ulirc• tmgim: i.,; rover1.,.,d wilb 
rncy lookio� blncl.: paint. Bout� 
Wl·nr tJw stuff u(f <111id:ly. 

The foOtJ>e,1:.,-, arc nibb1.--r. Fet'<l 
tllt'rn to till' ,i;n:,t.s Crips arc tlll'.)..'iC 
dumb plnslic whwd thin� that f(•l'i 
nf'at In ll1t• �1<•,ilk•r'f .i,howr<>am und 
cau�<• hll�t<'rs out oo tlw tmil. 

'M1C't Hip-up gtas ('np hrtd no hm• 
dcrn:,· to llip u1w11 and turn t1w ricl<•r 
ir,to ;, polt•ulial Uuddhist monk lik<' 
otlu1r Ynmuhn co.1>.s wi• htlw lo.tUl(.•d. 

In s1111m1nry. :\ MIJ)(•r motor, dt'
t,·nt hnudlin!,! 1u1d hnrJ(.,du-ba.,.1•111C"nt 
prier mnkc• Liu· LT3 n �tunning d,•al. 
It cl,k.•,im't pos�«.>s� llw halr1h1c• J:t(.'01ll• 
t•lry or u Europe-au Spcd:tl, hut It 
doesn't po�Sl-S5 :rn t"\:J>t•1isiw nppt ... 
Hie C'itJu:ir lf you ordt•t<'<I nn LT3 
two w,.:.,,ks 1x•fort> you \\'t•rt• hon,, 
you nlight 1•von bt� ablt• to gC't Ofil', 
ullll':i$ Yomohn hn.-1; upf)l't(I produc,. 
tion for tlw n4.!'w y.:.-ar. 0 
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