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A stripped, k|tted Enduro that works in spite of itself

By the Staff of DIRT BIKE Ps:n.l Yoo with the part-time Sey you wunt to start out un a
job and dewy eyes. Wanmna race mo-  Penton® Sorry, that's ont.  Yow'll he
tosickles?  Hundred class, hah? saving for that until the sersgn is
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over. Break it once and it'll be a
zillion gloomy Sundays before you
cau get it fixed. Same with the DKW
and Bultaco £00s, What you want
is cither a IHodaka Super Rat or a
Yamaha LT3-MX. Sure, there are
other Japanese 100s=Suzuki, Honda,
Kawasaki—but they have lights and
turn signals and need special kits:
it will still cost you a bunch. Just
the Hodie and a Yammie arc ready
to go, more or less.

And you just might end up with
the Hodnka if you don’t place an
order for the Yamaha pronto. The
LT3 gous fast. bandles decently and
is clreap to service. Just what you
want. But it also sells faster than
$2 Jofas at an all-Junior meet.

Last year Yamaha called it an
L'T2; this year it's an L3, Yamaha
fans know that this should mean
a considerable ¢change/improvement
over the pievious model.  Not so
this time. Al that’s changed are the
forks. the appearsmee. and perhaps
the porting and combustion cham.
ber. Even the frame and engine serial
numbers  carry an "L127  prefix.
When asked why an LT3 says LT2,
Yamaha explained, “Ol, all the L13s
will hwve LT2 stamped on them.
RBut theyre really LT3s." Sorry we
.asked.

The bike feels good.  Seat is plush
and comfy, controls are right where
various appendages are prone to
Poke and puneh, and it's light. Look
down and notice that the triple
clamps are the same junk they use
on the enduros, complete  with
mountings for tach and speedo, the

50

ullimate optional accessories for the
serious motoerosser.

Kickstarter isn't so hut. cither.
Stamp at it and flind out that it
travels nearly to the bettom of its
stroke hefore the ratchet grabs some
metal to make the motor spin. It
doesn't spin the motor very fast, ei.
ther. A fine toc had to be developed
in order to make it work right.  Af.
ter that, a dassic 1-kicker,

To ride the LT3 properly is sim.
ply a matter of leaving the throttle
wide open.  Judicious use of duet
tape here will leave the right hand
free to wave at friends, seenteh, or

beat off competing riders.  For that
mitter, after the start the cluteh be-
comes uscless,  Just snickety-snick
through the gears, clecting the one
that best suits the speed you feel
works hest.  Tranny is typical Yama-
ha stuff=lullet- aud idiot-proof.

It had better be. A typical mota-
cross course might call for, say, 0
to 50 shifts (depending on. wmong
other things. prevailing wind eondi-
tions) for [00s and 125s. For a 10-
lap moto, this means perhaps 500
shifts and 1500 in a day of racing.

Don’t expect to 6nd a lot of new engincer-
ing goodics on the ‘73 100 MX. Mosl of the
changes are cosmctic. Nonetheless. the hike
performs well.
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not counting  lanling  your irl
around for hot dogs.  And if you
miss a gear going into fourth, you
losee 10 positions when you have to
go back to first to start all over again.
The Yumaha s proved it can take
this sort of tenderness.

Our test hike was delivered with
rich jetting and the Autolube pump-
ing 0il into the combustion chamber
like it was hibricatiug a drill press.
After several hours of thrashing,
however, actual vil use was negligi-
hle, although vou never would have
guessed it by the constaut blue
stream from the expansion chamber.

After we compensated for a bit of
the richness by moving the needle to
the hottom, the Yamaha ran swell,
all things considered.  Even with it
crapping ont at high and low r's, the
LT3 scooted at least as fast as amy-
thing in its elass. A simple but care-
ful tuning juh would leave the rider
with nu excuse for getting passcd on
the- stiraightaway,

Yamaha's successful  reed  valve
{which, accorcding to Yamaha's PR
folks, “inducts torque™) certainty
helps out the power band, bt like
auy other strong 108ce 2-stroke. that
hand is as wide ias a parachute pack-
er's margin for error.  Keep your left
foot moving,.

Most surprising thing abont the
LT3 is the way it lumdles. Before
actuatly riding the thing, one test
rider gwombled, “This bike aint neay.
This is the same junk frame they
used on last year's Enduro.”  After
several hot laps, the same guy be-
came a voleino of compliments for
the machine's tracksici: manner.

Fuuny thing. The frame is the
same one Yamaha used last year.
One reason why the muchine han-
dles so well is beenuse of its light
weight: tis easy andd henps of fun
to muscle the hike in sy directlon
vou want, Also. Yamaha is using
Teavier forks this year that work ex-
tremely well,

Better sit down for thix:  The
rear shocks actually can be termexd
“adeguate,”

When the rider is really zooming
on very rough ground, the Yanunic
will indlente that it hus reached its
ltmit by “hobby-horsing.”  That is,
the rear end will start houncing
stralght up, causing the farks to do
the snme. Up goes the rear end.
down goes the rear end, up goes the
front end, down comes the front end,
up  xoes the rear ol And so it
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The power hand is very peaky, despite the reed
induction. Air cleaner. Autoliihe side cover and

Footpeg design dates back 5 years to the
original DT-1. Odd shifter placement
doesn't hindor smooth, positive shifts. For
that matter, Yanmha could use a brick for
a shifter and it would still work well.
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goes until the rider hacks off on the
throttle jnst u tad.  Tie proper attis
tude will relum.  Sideways moves
unent throuch whoapdies is minimal.

Comer taking on the 3.3 is like
riding the monorail at Disneviand.
It follows lines very well and is pre-
cise. lmt there is uo front end wash-
out at all.  Actually the overall hane
dling is quite similar to i of a

Mini-Enduro.  Mayhe it's just the
103 light weight that makes it
Nest'in see,

Sharp jults like jnmp  hdings,
drop-ails, ete. are lundled wdmir-
ahly considering that it's Yamuha
suspension,

Tiv: tmtal effect of the cambina-
tion of power and handling yiclds
a great deal of potenttal, providing

YAMAHA LT.3 MX
‘PRICE: Suggesied retall, appror N/A
ENQINE 1YPE: Single cylinder.
reed [nduction, piston-port
OISPLACEMENT; 97cc
BORE & STROKE: 52 x 45mm
COMPRESSION RAVIO: N/A
CARBUAETION; 26mm Mekun
HP @ RPM; (cleimed) H/A
CLUTCH, Wet, multi-disc
FRIMARY ORIVE: Gear
FINAL ORIVE: Chain
GEAR RATIOS: 1, 2.833:)
2. 1.825:1
3 1.368:
4» 1-0907'
S, 0956:1
AIR FILTRATION: Oifed polyuielhane Joom
BECTRICAL SYSTEM: Flywhoe! maguata
LUBRICATION: Autotube
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Premium
RECOMMENDED OJL: Not specitied
FUEL CAPACITY 1.6 gatlons
FRAME: Double downtube. full ¢radle
SUSPENSION ¢
Frant, Hydraulically damped lelescoplc
Reat: Swingdrm wr Yamaha shecks
TIRES:
Front; 275x18 Yakofiama knobby
Rear; 3.00x18 Yokohara hnodby
WHEELS: Fran!: Steel
Rear: Steel
DIMENSIONS
Whetlbase, 49.6 inches
Greund Claasdoce: 8.3 (nches
Seat Helghty N/A
Weight: {claimed? 185. posngs
(actuad 188 poimds {no gas!
0Oa tront wheel; 43.1%
On 82 wheet: 56.9%
BRAKES: Fron!: tntemal erpanding
Rear; Inteinal e1panding
INSTRUMENTS: Notiw
SILEKCER: Yes
PRIMARY KiCX, Yes
NOTE: Prices of comnwnly teplased parts
naot yel avaltsbie to: this molcecycle.
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Factory-instatled silenccr toues down the
high-pitched shrick. It is secured with both
clamp aud bracket to preclidde ejection
during the third molo,

that the rider can leam to make
them jive. Though the engine must
he kept enoking, there is no serions
haodling deficiency to make the rid-
er want to back off.  Wide open and
stir the gearhox.

Although the LT3 is a good ma-
chine for the serious yonng mote-
CIOSSOr, 45 A Serious motocross ng-
chine it fails. 1t could easily he 20
pouncls lighter.  The air ¢leaner.
triple clamps, footbegs and other
assorted itens are all chipped off an
obese chunk of metad.  The feam
abouuds with dealies to mount such
necessities as buddy pegy and turn
signals,  The stee]l rims are strong,
could be lighter, and have no provi-
sion for rim locks: when yon get the
rear lire pressure down to the point
of optimum traction, you spin the
tuhe. Brakes ure the best thing since
a brick wall hut the hubs could be
lightened.  Tauk is just more heavy
metal,  OF course. by the time yon
save up for an LT3 with all this
neato stufi. yon could have bought
vourself a Penton a long time ugo.

BITS AND PIECES

Kill buttun is a simple but handy
feature; ours ¢ame with a wire 3
feet lnnger than neeessary.  Maybe
that's so yon can plig it inte sonw-
ane else’s bike.

The carh slide stuck wide open
after a joust in the mud. This is

typical of au unwaterproofed Mika-

ni.  After cleaoing it, tue throttle
still had to be closed by haud. More
grit hal gathered armnd the theot-
tic.oil pump cable junction,

Air cleaner is the oil-fuam type.
No one bothered to oil it when we
got the bike, Tiie shiny chrome vle-
ment oover is a natoral home for o
DIRT BIKE sticker.

The fenders and tunk have a spif-
fy new paint job to mateh the hig-
ger Yamacrossers,  The fenders are
made of a plastic-like substance:
very thin almninun. ‘They erack un-
der vibration,

The entire cugine is covered with

racy loekiog Dblack paint. Roots
wear the stuff off ¢nickly.
The footpegs are rubber.  Feed

them to the gonts,  Grips are those
dumb plastic veined things that feel
neat in the dealer’s showroom und
cause hiisters aut on the teail.

The Bip-up gus eap had no tene
deney to lip upen and turn the rider
into a poteutial Buddhist monk like
other Yamahn caps we have Inathed.

In sunniry. a super motor, de-
eent handling and bargaiu-basement
price make tie L33 a stunning deal.
It doesn’t possess the halrline geom-
elry of u European Special. hut it
dotsn’t possess an expensive appe
tite cither.  tF you ordered an LT3
two weeks hefore you were horn,
you might even be able to get enc,
miles Ynmaha has upped produc-
tion for the new year,
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