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Massive changes 
By The Staff of Dirt Bike 

i:nlleh1n t"s, 11.-id the led of the 
p.roduc.don '80un1t :ind the worb ''9 
u.nu is close cnooih 10 be unc•nny

firM lmprcsi ion.t1
A.,iJc fivn1 tltc puwet output, the 

very (ir:u thi.n,; 10 register on thcridN 

1� 1 he ltgh1 feel of the Y7. Wi1h rn:v1-
ous Y2.250s, a ce rtain arnount of to� 
bc,vy wdght m.tic itS p.rc:.cncc knowll 
wh,m tht' bike was leaned over for a 
,um 

Bcc.,,usc: ol 1b c lower uructo.reor the 
t('lp fr,mc scc:1M>n and the n:loc.a1ion of
1hc mono uoil itS<U, 11n appr«iable 
�mount ol weight ha� bee11 remO\ 'ed 
.and pl:actd lower down near the c;cntc r
olgr,nh).

Not onl y do« tb ls rcducrlon le
wcight ht.Ip ln the cum !, bot the rcvcr • 
1:al of thcmonosboc.k unit mskcs for 
sjmplt adiustingolboth p1d01d and re •  
bound dam pm, .  hca pru,urc �k• 
U'{I. i3 ,1rnplu, wi1h the rcmo1c re'let•
voir h.lnsin& out in 1hco�n

Somc"1e must be: taken whco gee• 
u� oo 1hc g,u hard, a, the front end b
now ltghl cnouth tOCOtne up undc:r 

About 1-WQ weeks bcfOl'e we rCCClVed rcdc11gnc:d and I.Snow adfUStablc OYC:J II p()v.·er W!lhout :I whok 101 of warning
die 1980 VZ.2.SO (c,1 • 1c1.-, a co mment w1Jc111oic E"C'll Joog•UIIIC' 'tamidUI Af1cr .1n boo rm M> uaprn1 on the bik e: ,
'Wit.sc;,vcrhe»d iM i.lOCAI tnck. It wcru $t4plc• like dw: bub, acd b111ke, have you'll bc11blc 10 m.akt aUowancc, ror 

hk c 1h�: ''N.1w l 'm nOtKQnna gee me btt:n ch.a�and improved lhl\ and it'll cc.1.sc to bc:of co ncern ,  but 
anew YZ. All 1b cy d1d w�s mck • Stil), c.h.an,:.tsdoo't mean rrcwcss t a most of ou, 1 cst udcrs lnd11lgtd inq•c• 
reservoir tin It ,ind dkSdlc with the ,:Jm« at 1hc 1980 I h.1)ky forkspr ovn oprnuig whcdtts"Wht n exiti.ngcornc:r'§ 
tt11vd I 'll kttp my :z.5Df' anJ ...,;111 ull tluO, only ndmJt and tC">IUll; show Jtu1ng the f1rs1 (cw taps of h.ard ndJn,g. 
l98l. T1111C ') wbc.o the bl.g ch.lngu ate wb11t wo.ik,.. lly  thc eud of 1la1 (lr'\C d•y The Y •mah11 J'l(OPk told u.s 1b,1 1bc 
due ' '  of r1dmg., fou, diffcren t r idcn had put ,u��11,1on wo.;1ld be il i,lj:h1ly Stiff for

With this oort of though1 in cht back 1n 11rirrcn:1mn1cl> 1(1() lnp .. lo :IC!d11icm. rhc f ust c:W,.1 Of rune boun od �r• 
llf n or m,nJ!I, we me t the Yamaha folks the Y"'L.250(: wa'> nddca .and raced 1 100 unul all lhc �al, ,  bu!hingsand
at lnd,.an Dunes for 1b c (ust te$tiag M:S- rcgulsltly forO\'ct t1 month Wt 111,;o .slidcu sc.atcd in We never OC)IIC4.-d 
stonand went OVCI lhc bike 11) IICIU.al took the nc"W ·<,..·· out to thtdcsen 00 lhU, 11nd fell 1h11t 1ht�u!lpcntjon W�'S 
r�, t bc  cb11,.1i.g,e& baY( bcen�1.,1u:cri� � p ill)' J,y, IU Ulll)'4C:: h). bdi.avk.u Ill plu,b horn the ¥cry 11r ... �uokc. ()I 
Wuh01.11 q�u:�1ion, rw:u;inAlc mD<ld '311Jy nnJ b,N) �pc«I condh1ot1!1 cnur'(.(:, 1hc .avau.gc dut biker wnglu1 
year ha.,c"cr rccci¥cd SU(.ba dn1,cK: We llre rlc.ascd IOttf\On 1N111hc Y'l IU!>t .abuut ,he wmc n wed() (about lCX)
cha�c from the prc-v;Q11sone, S ince "C" isa tot8lly new and im proved pc>unib. tir�J. M) what fe h  rliht for u<;, 
Y.im.aN went to the mon())hodt: bi.kc. A.., Vo'' spcod more ind more shoulil be ttg.h1 for lac: Average 
Qlll(.CJ!C. tune wUh th e mfl:hl nt ,  )'OU CllD ICC WMn ,,dJng any new test bike for 

Coruidcr The en ti.re frame 1!'1 Jif . 1h11 1h11 1980 ..-c:ri'Oon of th e Y7 hex• lhc foil fe"-lapi, oac of lhc thlrlgli we 
fnc:nt Ntw c:.i�t. ate the bUC" for a trcmclyclo M."Co thewo,b biltt"\o f try 1odo i�Jct ibt hon1 end 1 0  rusb, � 
frc:.Ji c�s1nt Je(igt. Forks o.:rc not on ly 1979 'tni., i"' nt11 11n cxwcr. 111 inn, ,� wash ou1 in ;a rurn. U we encoumer 
ch�ttgl!d, bul d1am11t1call y imrroved we- hllvc h.11! the chm� «o,hn,: ndi) •  this, we c.an then bead �ck 10 the pits 
Tht- n,anoshock uscl!hu bee n totali)' cr-cct k,c O\C.r J. few ·Notk'IOW and hopefully make ad1ustment.s to
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cum:cc tbt: .i;cecmtJy by tahit� ot low·
cnn,g tlw: fork, in t lw: uip!e dam p,, or
playtn,: with t he p t  do.ad •t the re•. All
of t hese t hings hiavc a rrofo1,1nd e fftt-1 
0D51¢('11� 

Our ftrSt laps o n 1he YZ were wlth.aU 
1hc&e11lnpQn 1bc recommended 
n,,ml)('r,; Rehn11ndd11m p1ng w1ot. �t 11 
tldicks !1om f ull firm, forks we.rt left 
io  the as-dclm.'l'cd p()S1t1on, noait wu
u,cd 1n the fQrki 11nd llll su�pcns1on oil 
k,·cl, were a1 rccumo.cm.lcd in 1.b c 

owner 's. ma.nWLI fo r tht o.vc,.age tlikr 
w,1hc;vcry1h,n g  �t up l ike tho.I, W(' 

""'"'' ver y  pluscd 1h.11 th e  r,ont crid o! 
the YZblt like a demon in the JJat hard 
tumi. It was no1 n«ess:uy to bum for 
bntoll to hU1) tht' bike. Lat11 yct.r, we 
rcporttd 1ha 1 the V'Z "F" mOOd mmtd 
...,,cuco.mr,a.rcd to tbc "£" modd. I t 's 
safe to sa y that the ·•c" is  as 

' 

du,0,111,c.Uy ,mpu>v<d 1n the: come1i1
ovtr 1hc "F" modcl, .-, the "F" wa'i 
over the "EU 

llm lap� and cold IKI<) 
Ahtr all of the tc.st rider& put i n  a 

ba ndf\l I ul I aps c11.ch, we gia�-d up, 
ch<'Ckcd the spo$1,C6, nuts a nd b<)h!i, 
.tnd thc:n headed ou1 for lor.i1tn, mo re 
�cssh•e periods of riding I 1 was thco
th.11 ...,c: found out that tbc YZdoes 001 
me out 1bc ndcr much, even when
pu3hl� h.nJ. Twcuhinp m.c!c ror 
1hii: chc h,ihc 'Wcl11,h1 and the .ibili1) or 
the suspen sion to'ii»k up the anoorini 
stum:r•humpll 1cm.uk11bl)• well Y()U 
koow wh�t 1u.iuer•burn-ps ate, f"W\1! 
� ch.attcfinn Ihde riwk�c1ucmax

and cxitin,: m11nycomcrs The oacsgo, 
1rw; in n1('t;£t1\C.'d by buvy br.l:11'1£, .and
tho! 01ic,. ,«,1n,: out art u u.Sled by h.iud 
.ac:ttler:11l011 Etther W#y, t he) ' pouod a 

1,Jc, bJirJu 1h.at1 b� �m�.ind nuke. 
any b,kc bud 1oco1u,j)I when ndint,
qu,ckly ovc:r them 

The fint !cw in.Chc.llOf tra�d-front 
w,111ca1-on 1bc Yamaha arc ..-cry soft, 
11..Ud dli� bel� reduc e i1u ti.al impact Ith
from bl!mJIS and 11harp cdg1.-d ruts_ 
Suan.itdY, tbcrc•s oo wall owini felt In 
t bc turn.s, as on e m1�t c:ipcct (10m
such a pluih  initial movtment

lhe1can: IJ.S1nchesdtra\•d �1 
both cnd:J, and whilc w•1chm,g ,omc:
onc ride tht-bike at• dtccnt pace,�
c,.n )-CC that tn():!,t of the lhlVC I -� U$td
qu 11t ni cely arQU:nd the uack. Still, the 
Y-L doit� not houom out eainly over big

j-uml'\ Truly am.n!1ax' 
Wb1:t1 1.tulhng the btk1: lr110 :i turn, 

,1·, m1t nccei.uuy to climb all t he war 
upoa the tank to get the front l('Odto 
b1tt Lulu riders-like lhe  OB lard•

ll•w -.xhau-1 pl,. Jt•• •n •n.ormt>tJ# hMd •11d NII-/ •.cdon It 
could cisaa hNt Ut»ld top,-v«tt 1-llbum-. 

1!JI/O Wtllin• is not •11 upd•tH .,,.... unit It� 11•w from ,,,_ ctuu
o n  up. Mono ,.urv oir;, mou11t9'/ on fh•do·,vntubll tNsy .. ,.

MotllCH '9/DJOlllfrtJJ<E II 



Trick� air boxhidtil undtNSl>ltfr M/,t#ld• ,,_,,.,, OIH•l'fnt top,,.,,,. tulHl•nd 
ntdtUignHtmono1hockcM l»6H11 CIHft"( n.l'f .  
buus-tend 10 soy basical ly wbert
they pbn1 thcu chttks, especially
when 1hey get Llrtd Though not �ry 
�1......,1itic, tbb is  one au.td1tc wa y 10 
IC'II if• front end 'l itk( wtll ln the
corner$. 

We aho fouOO ,hat "-tcou1d dh--e m 
with the thro ulconorott. 1t St ill held
1l 1c ltac well .And the froni lite would
not puih Or plow Fs_st rid�'l'II (0 1 tho!!c 
w 11h a hlghsk11l 1e\'tll will no doubt 
extend the forks a (ew millimc:ten fot 
inete.tscd �tability ...,itho u1 sac11fic1ni
tht good tumUlghabiu 

Whh thcauOlbr4sc1 1iAg,., 1ht-only 
11'11n« g:11J'I(' Wt had wa!! when brnld,,g 
on ;i �H.1:kn Jownhlll .sc:ct i-On with 
bump-$ Her c, the rc.,r end woukl ki ck 
up a bit md chattCT Not enough to get 
the tkl\:1 into trouble, but cl'l0u6h to
nuk.c ht ac1MJn I-tit 8111:.lc in the J-'ltli,
f.d Schckllcr, the Mary Wonb oi 
Yamah�, made t,eun e  rn1nor .a ,cS,u.st •
mcn t'> 1othe fotk hdgbt and t..be r e •  
bound d;amplt1g, o.nd 1hc )11,ght bop a11d 
chu1erin,; went away . A ,hglu u,(r i 
!ia- in ,1ec:lng•autaey wulc11 by a

few n dcrs, whUc ,he �pert•lcvtl ndcrs 
liked Ed 's ad!U5tmcnts bc:ttcr.

Power pby 
tven lhC>UJ;h ,he VZis 1 10 sll,ntw

bike. the delivery of wwcr iS sitnibr to 
the "F" model. Thu 1s, not a whole lo t
at the vc:ry bou<,n, ol the rpm range, 
With I h,::.1.lthyet1tly mld•1angc The
"C" m(X!d pulbmueh hudcr tMo the
"F"' :tll 1hrough the r'llllgt' and rCV«OUl 
mu.ch luMbcron 1he tap with mored, 
fctli\'i. 'tU$S than the oldct ''f "

The r,un(h at mk!•rMigc 1.s truly 1m•
prc:»lvc It kh tbc 1kkr vb lU-llllY
rocket out o f• eorl'k':r, And, wi1h the 
1mp1ovt!d ftame an dsusr,cnsion. tba.t 
bl.ut of power 1s not wa.sttd 1n wheel
$p1n, Of with the rear c:nd swingm,; 
wildly from sWc 10,ld,:: The ''C'' flat
book,up.uid5cc,"¥oith1t A,wcmen
t1oocd u.rlk"r, ,he only 1hing ym1 have
to watch ou t for. is k>opin,: out unJcr
heavy powe:r in the lowc-rth1ecicus 

To get 1bc- m� out of 1hc way 1hc 
VZ150dc)i\ '(m:, ii.!> p;,wc,, tire bike
11boold be ndden en the H;mnah 
fa<Juon Tt-.a1 b, cxi11� the c,uncr a 

g<"at hJ8her 1han you thin k you Uloo.kl
and tannin,; the cl utch quickly to 
snc.ak 1.he revs up mto th.I 5t«>l'IJ Mid 
nm_gc \Yhile 1hiAMi.ght..aond t oo  
wn:1pl 1c:atcd, it becomes nuuul a(1er"
h11lf0 hour otsoo f tiding 

Th ls phUO!loph)' or sa<'rih<:iog low•
eodpow<'.r far mJd-,angic aod 1op c:1iJ i.\ 
nn actcptcd f•ctory opproo,ch in• no 
Cl'lff'IJ'lroml�enginc lt'.,fch tbA1 iJvw 
ba:ve to lug a works lSOdown 11t 1hc: 
bouom, youshoukln't beon it

�me ndcr& mlglu have tr011blt: 
a..i.apt 1.n.g co the w•y 1he powc.r ill dc-
llvc:c-cd oo 1bc ,"Zl50C, but none of our 
ttst rider, h.-d any diff 1<.:ol1y N11uml•
ly. 50mc comp.am.on must bt m1de 10
tbcotht-r bi);� tn the: '250 cl2s,, but we 
C,IIDOnly ,, .. . e you a tCll)CJ fur ltUW. 11,c 
iSQRM ho., more lo,., end powc, than 
1h<' V?,., l�'I mid,nnge sru,p and 1lltht•
ty mon: oo top 1hm th e vz. Tbat'ull 
we'll tcllvou ri1cht oow You 'll havuo 
rc..iJ the Suwk1 ICS:t next month And 
1fo;1 we get Jo111.: with a.11 thc 25th, 11 
�hootout ill most hkdy 

Wi1b the k.ind ()/ p0wtt that the yz
dcveloPs, us in g  the g,rarbox quicldr 
and CJi�il)' bimpon:mt . Last yc�r, it 
't¥ :u olu.'rt dl.lhcult 10 upsl1lh the Y'Z 
u.ndct pow\:1 h JUSt would nOI ttO 10 rhc
nc:a1 ge11 unlC"'.<t 1he thmulC' ...,.,
momen1arily backed off and thcdutcb 
u.std. No·..,., ,u the: ridc:-r b� to do i,
leave 1bcpowcr oo, ur.c 1he clutch,.1.nd
g:c.r cb.alll(Q arc &h1;.lt and dunk•frce. 

Uyou1, C'(lnCtol11 and comfort
Evt-n tbouah the nu:mbcn tc:11 )'OU 

tha t the VZ250b"a36.S-mch �ddl c 
hc-i&h1, tbc-Yamaha 1' fahly low-slung 
rora ncw•Ri:ru;u11bQn tonx-tn1-.,d bike. 
A 5'?'' ridcTc.an s!int • lc-,!;o,•c r11 ,,.,ith
nm mo much trcmbl�, andonecc 1n the 
saddk, the wsp ens ,on ugi enough 10 
k1 that 11:nnc r,der 1ouch the g10.md 
,::�•nly with both fret r be saddle a.ISO
111Wc::\ furw-uJ tu med the ga.,. t.uiluid
rlacc, the ndcr ju,t about when ht 
should be.

Ta1lcr odc:t!l-thoscovcr six fcct
lrul)' oot like the byoul and feel of the: 
Yam.:tha. for 1hcm, h 's too low aod 
cr.amrc-J �lb the b.,s com in,; bck 
.1.nd h\t11og them In 1ht-kn «, whc:-n 
thty I!)' IOMa.rtd.  Don'I ask Ull hov.
Mike Bdl d� it

we cut• few inches off 1hcs1oc:k 
baJS anJ .all u( the:: l�l t«.ICJ$ fc.h 
bor,plor with ,he ft-el. Comrols uc th<" 
very iucc Yamaha do«•lcx IC"�rs, 
which fit the-�nds we ll, buts«1u
overl) loo,; in the new age of ,bony 
lcve,.,._ 

JlCJi.1 arc louted mJUH abou.t the 
ri,:b1 pn'litiun In, ea'C! nf ._,.1.nJlng, and 
all 00nno 1.,.,e Cll:IY U) f(llth ;ind UioC 
w1lhwt th1nkm,:ahout 11 

One �·cry wdc:omc: nc:m ts t..bc: sltm 
111Q1 l1eluw tlJc '>11.dJk The iin,gk ,hock
11rp1wch d1m10;11�11 bulky 11id� p»ich 
thit 1end 1opu11h1he nJc:1 •s kxs from 





che pegs whe n  sta.nding io a rearward hdtin than II no1m,1.l 4.$0. Ou1 choltt 
pos111on for di)' gomg would b<" Metukrs, or n 

We bu.rd o11 few cumpbinltl about leut a Meu:clt:r up froo1
burn)On the left le g nu.r1he knee fr<1m h n,eWf('&f bub blot.lndoo the "C" 
the fat J'),ltl of th� CrPJ!Minn ch11mher bike an.cl it 's sm:dkr 1h•ri what w c 'r( 
Shorter riders n1!\'er mentioned 1bi. ) , used to �«1n.R on a 'iammie StiJI, the
but tilt six-(ooLcrs wh! ni:d and •bukc:s WOfked well. and we prder the 
sruvclcd Yamaha rtall)' .should put t1e1k>o of this inulln unu tO the way-
�mc�n o( a 01Jnl.1u.J (OJ1'tkJ wuc too-grabl1yoldc1�q1c hub)/b ukc:,.
ho1 barrier in 1lut Ut'.t The whcrlba.sr on the 'iZ is h�trd 1t

8 tc.$and piccts 57 .J int;h�, but th«c .arc ncazly 1"'·0
Out b1kc s1u1td much easier 1tun more inches oi •djuttmcnt ldt ln the 

prn1ow YZ2SOs, wuaJly taking no rear ,,ch: slo1 . Movlng the tcu whtt1 
more than two or three prods, hot or back an inch o r so bu a dtatnatlc eHcct
cold No th ln,§5Ct$ ltl th e  way of o on the handling, and C:,0)YC:0UllUY 
natunl ,wingwhC"nbootlng1hc bike' ndcu W01.1ld � wcJl.o,clv,� to•dd 11
ove r, and the ltiekstanc.r IJips i n  neatly link 01 two and rlav w11h varlo11s s e 1 •
md stays thc:rc . tmgsfor m ,u:imum s1abi11 1y :n hi&ht:t 

h takesqm t e awhile to w.ann up the; speeds, 
c-�inc to wht:lc it'll run de.an, but As whh 1ll 1«cn1 ?.SO vz,, tbc tra{!:,,, 
nc:,ne ol she c:hllracccti.ltic: Yam£hs nl1S1110n Is 1 ,ix •$1)(«1Cf Whh th e 
phton sbpw u  DOt�ed when the stockite.trlnJ!, l l4-1001h coumersh•ft
cn.(mt w.iscold sprocke tt •S•too1h tear s.rrockclJ, the 

A vcry�systctn of guidcsat1<l 1ops.pe('CI wasfri&,h1cn1ngly high ,  Our 
rC>llt:1'5 ket:ps chc chain from bnd erazl• bc.,t cstm:i.11c 1$ r ll;bt aro-vn<l 80 mph, 
nc ,, ind 1hc  owuigpm pivot p0in1 and b n..)Cd on 1hc reading:,, ol an IT◄OO 
1be coun1c,<1h1ft tr»oc:kc1 11t vt� ricUn,: 11ilonit1dc the Y'ZlSOC Ou,'"" 
close: totcther tinrnte, thci,. i$ l:I aceur111c u th e  ITA nc-wl)' dts.1gJ1cd 11ir box aod filter spcedo. 
arc we.loomed The ·•c...;•• has a t.1p<rcd Attentlcm to dc1a1hrig ts-m gcner.tl 
l""'U•)tagc-fihc r that6lips c-a,lly 00.1 -u ... dk:n1, whb tbcuttpuou ol : u:i 
wlthou1 1:11r.ir111; 11101 of cr\ld with i, o)J fuh1ootd t h1ou le ,  tbc soHJ shllt

The YZ2SOC ii very sensitive to lcYcr anJ • s1di:stand that should b11tt
minoc ch. 1oge1 i.n the iet needle pos.i• been le ft o ff ,  It sticks  ou1 too fa r  and 
uc,n If dc-ton.1uon h dC"IC'Ctc:d, one Oop s :uouod when l;mding Too, icn-u•
llOlc:h tic tier usually dot::i the job .  F01· inc r·.tec:,s �hOl.lhl nm even hive a
1u na1cly, the u.rb i, CM)' 10 get 10 und iimtn.nd 
thecarhup c,.n ht, ,m�crt:wf'd w11hn111 Minm c,:.h:11'\gM I n  (e ndr-rs :md ph,;tk 
1wiin1AA<>1 r cmoviOJt tbce.ub pi«:ncomplctc thc p�kaJcc, whit-h

A ,ol id shift lrtcr sticks out • bit bring, u, to the aJl,in1p0rtarn botcom
fll1ther thllrt WC WOIJld hkc to See'. £vc:t1 Hne; 
bcitc1 ... u1� witl, 11fulJio.tt 1ip ,  tbrn Su1m11.11iua 
1oc.1tl on wouldn't be tha t<:ntital In their u1hcr r:iucmiw Gdvenbln.i; 

T1lc 1 1tc\llonou rblkc-didn't ,<:c ni to c1unp.11gn, Yam■h•hti�ly •11•1c�1hs1, 
w-0rk•11 that b11dly, especiall y fo r ''THE ONLY THIN(; W E  HAVEN'T
st.tndatd items. Thue were CHANCED tS THE COLOR.'' Pc,h�ps 
Bridgc�tOMS a t  botb cods The reu Is the)' should hav ecans!dcrcd thal 11$0, 
bnlcd ., • 5 ,  IOx 1 8 ,  bl.ii •PPC':•ts tobc no bcc,.u$-C: far too tnal'I)' people a,c �i"g

.,.,- -- - - - - - -.....-=-- ---, 

Now h'$noh.-nl•11•ttfn9 toth•p,t#<>11dand dllmplng•d}u$tmf/l'IU OIi tM mono
lhoclt . .Just ,_,cit um/er th•,_, fen"-, •ml dJ.1111 w!Nlt you w•111. 

� OlftTMlll ,tAACN llf/0 

10 thtnk that the new bUt�s ate merely
:shg:htl)•updatcd '7'Js 

T� ncew Yl.250 is $0 ch.11n,ged Md so 
improv<d, that perh.1p) Yamah4$hoold 
have drive n 1he meu�c home with 2 
viar111111on on their (1.miliar blumgyd•
low Ahb, wai t. M11ybc- thCy$h<,uld 
h11\'C)USl pot the Ha.nnah 11.ghtnl� bolt
dttals on the t:.nk, An.I �hy l'IOt! The 
new Y'Z150C 1_,, cl(>)c �n.wgb to the 
h1it,c H11nt1ah rode h�I year 1n dt>�rvc 

h .  □
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