("] WAS ALMOST established
fact that Yamaha would beat
Suzuki. Kawasaki and Honda to the
dealer’s showroom floor with the
first serious production 250 trialer
to come from Japan. Their develop-
ment rider, Mick Andrews, had long
been at work with various versions
of the machine in trials events
around the world;: the finalized
model came into play very quickly,

mostly because Andrews is an old hand at developing tri

machinery.

The Ossa Mick Andrews Replica is, obviously, a Mick
by-product, and we couldn’t help but wonder what direction
he would take with the new Yamaha. And, as we expected,
Andrews designed the TY250 to his preferences. What this a
adds up to 1s the perfect example of a Japanese Ossa. H
qualities and traits are very similar to that,of the
make, but the Yammie comes complete with convenierices we

don’t normally expect from Spain.

Hard to imagme though it may be, here 1s a capah
machine with oil injection (Lordy!), primary kick slartm;
(really?), and wonder of wonders...a factory equipped spark >
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T
nt of \he fcatures and design

arvester! From that point on
oflow traditional trials patterns. *
Frame design bs very close (o the Ossa: 1wig) downtisbes €X1:
the steering head and coutinue only 10 the {ront cngine mouny
bolty without wrapping under the engine, while 8

toptube hidey below the fuel tank and joiny with. the

Noaclogging D1 D. tlma aie standard front and rear. ot

¥ (the lightest in weight, but substantially strong and atiractive

“plates we magnestum, Braki

Small, cast aluminum hubs are wsd, and the brake hacking
action and feel Is truly wuperb,
the best we have sampled on any traileft fn addition, the unity
wre highly resistant 10 water, arv important festure in view of

triangulation of tuhing at the rear of the machine Footpeg . the fact that many trlals sections are iR thiough streams and

placement s sbout | in. behind and 2 10 below the
am mounting point and footpeg width (5 3 narrow 16 by
Although steering head angle, fork rake and tall are different
from the Ossa, they are close enough to gifect the ame Type
of steering characteristics >

With a shoet wheelbase and steep fork angle, the Ossa is
“quick™ steerer, A1 the same time, lof the_same reason, the.
MAR s a bit scary 10 ride over 3 diopoff: it Waais o throw

the. rider over the bars. Fortunalely, these M as
on,

severe with the TY250, but on the other hat

the like Both frant and rear brake actuation ks via cable
“SSbast of the 1op trals riders use Dunlop Lrials tices, and
G what you get with the TY250. The only catch is that
thess ase Japanese Dunlops, which, even thaugh they are
SBctuality 3 owo-ply tre, are rated at four ply. This is du to the
stitfpgselar he Nylon material. They'll be just (ine for most
competifons, but the really fussy may still wank to switch 1o
the paoce flexible versons made in England.
g Whe. we have 3 new personality added (o the
field. With the exception of its little brother, the

Cota and Bultaco Sherpa T are better in this respeet. Our main "™ TYS0, Yaiiaha's new model has a truly unique look about it

complaint concerning the frame was the quality okwelds-very
shoddy with poor penetration. Lucky there are lots of gusset
plates or there would be trouble ~——

The swinging atm ks conventional tubing and utilizes those
neat snall-type chain adjusters, bl the s whalike to
3dd o few Tinks (o these chain and move the wheel back dugy
increased wheelbase will be in for & problem, The stots i the
ends of cach arm sunply aren't long enough il ol sgch a

YAMAHA TRIALS

tick. Mandatory on a rEN¥e and included & 3 HAIF
tensioner, they've even abead and made the left side of
the swinging arm an ut for & drip-type’

feature we'te not that keen o, The problems with This one
ocours when the rider is moving stound om the machine. It's
100 easy for the heel of a boot (o kanixk out the filler plug.
and we lost ours i fast five ounutes of riding _

We had heard that Yamaha's teisler was 2 hearyweight, but
that's j the case at all. Much time and effort has beea
devoled 10 slicing off unsecewsary pounds, 1o the TY2:
comes into-the ring weighing a competitive 212, inclading a
couple of pounds of lighting and wiring,

Evea the #ugine unit biends with the package and flows in
with the concept. The flexible plastic fenders and the | 5-gal
steel fuel Jank a finished 10 2 pearlescent white, with the
tank’s lower portion, weal hase. exhaust guard and left side
coner a bright yellow. The ftame is silver c

Trials bikes do 6ot need lighting for the type of off-road
usge they receive, but Yamaha, in an effort to make the

*

TY250 mote appealitig 10 the il bike crowd. has included 3
Mandard installed headlight and taillight. These-ste not atiees
legal, but work well enough around the campuite ot sinular
3pots o make them pretty handy. The aaly shame w that trisly
competitors have 1o pay for them, and most will yank the
equipment off and store it away 10 1o, In 3ddition. that nice
sear fender will have thice big. ugly holes where the tallight
weat. Why not have a lighting Kit that can be ordered
separately’ That way everyone can be happy, except maybe
the production fine planners at Yamaba

Our resident trials rides entered the new Yamaha in the
second round of the California State Trials Championships at
Indlan Dunes. What could be 3 better method of testing the
new: model?. One thing for sure, it pointed out many things
about the machine that may have not shown up otherwue.

The clasic “standwp™ tnals nding position works well o
the TY. peg position is about right, handiehars have the right
nise and widh, everything i nicely tucked in and well out of
the rider’s way. The brake pedal is casy 1o use, but the shift
lever s sant of vuloerable in the “as defivered™ pasition 4nd i
quite Minsy. Many Liials tiders like 1o rorate the lever into &
high position 1o keep it from sagging on rocks and such, but
o0 the Yamaha it's not possible. due 1o he shape of the engine
side cover

In fact, the engine anit is 12 in wide. or sbout 145 to 2 in.
wider than the Spanish machines, 5o expest to see thase
atiractive, polished side cases looking thie wonse for weat il
shart order. A (ull width fiberglass skid pan helps protect, but
its Joagevity will be shortdived in the rocks. Alumimum woold
have been 4 better way
Starting i a5 casy xs any Yamalia] here's none of thas carh
tickling mess accessary with the Spanish machines. And don't
forget, this one has the convemence of oil injectio, s the
fider can forget sbout mixing fucl 10 wise, howevey, to check
the oil tank level cach time the fuel tank is filled. since the oil
tank's capacity is minimal 3nd won't Last much past a tankful
of gas
Probably the best feature s primary kigk starting. How we
hate hunting for neutral m ncoovenieni plices. wch 23 the
side of & hill and the like. Too, there arc et when 3 ridey
falls in a trials section and holds up the line of nders waiting 3t
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that section while he fishes for neutral. Now one can right the
bike, pull in the clutch and kick, and get the hell out of there
fast!

Gear shifting is smooth and precise, but we felt the TY was
geared just a tad on the high side. Changing the countershaft
sprocket one or two teeth cures the ailment.

In keeping with recent Yamaha two-stroke tradition, the
newly designed Single features reed-valve induction, and shares
a few internal pieces with other engines in the line. But most
of the unit is all new, even down to the cylinder and head
assemblies. [t’s a smooth runner and chugs merrily at low trials
speeds, but it became apparent in some of the tougher sections
at Indian Dunes that something was lacking in the power
department. CYCLE WORLD has four staff owned trialers of

different makes, and we ride them regularly. Maybe that’g Wh
the Yamaha's lack of low end *‘snap” and midrange “Oomph'y'
was so readily apparent to us. The Yamaha isn’t bad, but
could be stronger. Some sections are simply a bit rough O the
TY’sego.

In nit-picking we could complain about the miSerahle
handgrips, the vulnerable sidestand, the lighting dilemma and,
few other non-serious incidentals. We can applaude the fine
suspension, the brakes and the niceties such as the eage o
fueling and kick starting. Casual trail and trials riders will |
it, but for the truly serious trials competitor, Spain is still the
way to go, unless he doesn’t mind doing some *‘development
work” on his own. I[f Yamaha can improve the poye,
characteristics, they’ll really have something. ]

SPECIFICATIONS

T et e e e $1053
Suspension, front ............ telescopic fork
Suspension, ¥ear .............. swinging arm
[ite frontEs =l s o e 2.75-21
U L s A e A SO e . 1. 4.00-18
Enginestype it oo 0y S two-stroke Single
Bore x stroke, in., mm .... 2.76 x 2.52, 70 x 64
Piston displacement, cu. in.,cc ..... 15.01, 246
Compression ratio . .................. N.A.
Claimed bhp.@ rpm ....... el T N.A.
Claimed torque @ rpm lb.-ft. ..... 15.2 @ 5500
Piston speed @ rpm ft./min. ..... 2540 @ 6000
Carburetion .............. 26mm T.K./Y26P
U0 fi s i N et flywheel magneto
Oil SYStemIL e oil injection
Oilicapacity, ptii., oo oo, it o 75
Fuelicapacity, U.Sigal. [\ F i 1.59
Recommended fuel .............. .. low-lead
Starting syStem FESEE s kick, folding crank
Airfiltration ™ . S i T e oil-wetted foam
E?W!E%M\'S'V'WOI\I\_

(T} s o S Ty o i

P(i mary drivelii i S e m t."tLglliactael' gv;::
Einalidrive im0l o sy single-row chain

DIMENSIONS

Wheelbase, in. ..

Seatheight,in. .11 01111 i i
Seatwidth, in.': .3l 1 e e 8.0
Handlebar width, in. 330
Footpeg height,in. ............. . 152

Ground clearance, in. ................. 1.7
Curb weight (w/half-tank fuel), ib.
Weight bias, front/rear, percent ..... 44.8/55.2

s legenddBmaha oidoros. -
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